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Matt  Zanni  '08  and  Mechanical 
Engineering  Chair  Bart  Lipkens 
conduct  research  on  a  cochlear 
model  designed  to  simulate  the 
working  of  the  human  ear. 


Transformations 

The  Campaign  for  Western  New  England  College 


Transformations:  The  Campaign  for  Western  New  England  College 


View  the  Campaign  Final  Report,  along  with 
the  Honor  Roll  of  Donors,  at  www.wnec.edu/campaign  and 
see  how  your  generous  gifts  have  touched  the  lives  of  students. 
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ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION   The  mission  of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Western  New  England  College  is  to  communicate  with 
MISSION  STATEMENT   and  bring  value  to  the  alumni  body  and  to  support  actively  and  financially  the  goals  of  the 
College  as  detailed  in  its  Mission  Statement. 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 


DEAR  ALUMNI  AND  FRIENDS  OF  WESTERN  NEW  ENGLAND  COLLEGE, 


i 


LAST  MONTH  THE 
Board  of  Trustees 
formally  adopted  our 
new  Strategic  Plan, 
which  was  developed  to 
guide  us  from  this  point  to 
our  centennial  celebration 
in  2019.  Please  read  about 
this  important  publication  in 
this  magazine.  It  shows  how 
we  are  moving  forward  with 
vision  and  purpose. 


SINCE  I  LAST  WROTE  TO  YOU  IN 
The  Communicator,  we  have  the 
final  number  for  funds  raised 
during  Transformations:  The  Campaign 
for  Western  New  England  College.  We 
concluded  this  significant  multiyear 
endeavor  on  June  30  with  a  grand  total 
of  S23.234.950.  surpassing  our  goal  by 
more  than  16  percent.  We  are  a  much 
stronger  College  because  of  this  impor- 
tant effort,  and  the  College  community's 
participation  bodes  well  for  our  future. 

I  invite  you  to  read  the  Campaign 
Final  Report,  along  with  the  accompany- 
ing document,  the  Honor  Roll  of  donors, 
both  of  which  can  be  accessed  by  visiting 
www.wnec.edu/campaign.  These  docu- 
ments show  how  donors'  gifts  have  trans- 
formed the  College,  and  you  will  be  heart- 
ened to  read  about  the  Campaign's 
impressive  achievements. 

Another  recent  milestone  was  the 
September  19  ribbon  cutting  marking  the 
completion  of  the  $5.5  million  expansion 
and  renovation  of  the  S.  Prestley  Blake 
Law  Center.  The  next  time  you  visit  cam- 
pus, feel  free  to  take  a  look  at  the  build- 
ing's beautiful  entrance  and  two-story 
lobby.  The  Campaign  made  possible 
numerous  improvements  to  the  building, 
resulting  in  a  dvnamic  facility  whose 
quality  is  equal  to  the  School  of  Law's 
outstanding  academic  programs. 

We  began  the  academic  year  by 
welcoming  the  second  largest  freshman 
class  in  the  College's  history.  This  accom- 
plished and  diversified  group  could  have 
been  the  largest  class — only  the  lack  of 
sufficient  residential  space  prevented 
us  from  accepting  more  applicants. 

Last  month  the  Board  of  Trustees  for- 
mally adopted  our  new  Strategic  Plan, 
which  was  developed  to  guide  us  from 
this  point  to  our  centennial  celebration 
in  2019.  Please  read  about  this  important 
publication  in  this  magazine.  It  shows 
how  we  are  moving  forward  with  vision 
and  purpose. 

Concerning  the  recent  turmoil  in  the 
financial  markets,  I  want  you  to  know  that 
in  the  past  few  months  the  College  has 


taken  steps  to  control  spending,  while 
maintaining  the  excellent  quality  of  pro- 
grams and  services  that  we  provide  to  our 
students.  The  ongoing  global  financial 
crisis  has  put  pressures  on  colleges  and 
universities  across  the  country,  and  we  are 
carefully  monitoring  our  circumstances 
daily  to  ensure  the  College's  financial 
stability.  You  can  be  reassured  that  the 
College's  long-standing  strengths,  includ- 
ing our  fiscally  prudent  approach,  provide 
us  with  a  foundation  for  success,  even  in 
times  of  change. 

We  continue  to  build  for  the  future: 
work  has  begun  on  a  new  residence  hall 
that  is  essential  for  the  growth  that  we 
expect  from  the  new  School  of  Pharmacy. 
We  will  introduce  a  Pre-pharmacy  program 
in  2009  and  start  a  professional  program 
in  201 1.  This  is  also  going  to  require  a  new 
academic  building  to  house  the  new  School 
of  Pharmacy.  It  will  also  provide  additional 
and  much-needed  space  for  the  Biology. 
Chemistry.  Physics,  and  Psychology 
Departments.  Advancing  our  priorities  is 
essential,  and  we  must  continue  to  raise 
money  for  important  initiatives. 

Because  the  tightening  markets  will 
affect  some  students'  ability  to  finance  their 
education,  your  support  of  The  Fund  for 
Western  New  England  College  is  more 
important  than  ever  Also  known  as  the 
.Annual  Fund,  it  enables  us  to  meet  a  diverse 
array  of  needs,  especially  scholarships. 

Like  you,  I  am  concerned  about  the 
volatility  in  the  world's  financial  markets, 
and  even  as  you  adjust  to  changing  finan- 
cial circumstances,  I  ask  that  you  continue 
your  financial  support  of  the  College.  It  is 
your  generosity  that  makes  it  possible  for 
us  to  deliver  the  best  education  possible 
for  our  students. 

Sincerelv. 


Anthony  S.  Caprio 
President 
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From  the  Editor 


Facebook.  Twitter.  Manhattan.  Mobile.  What's  new  on  the  Web? 

Our  website  has  a  great  new  look  and  more  reasons  than  ever 
to  visit!  Launched  in  December  2008,  the  new  site  offers  easier 
navigation  and  a  contemporary  new  look  that  reinforces  the 
distinctive  qualities  that  make  a  Western  New  England  College 
education  unique. 

Our  online  alumni  community  also  continues  to  grow  and  with  it 
more  features  continue  to  be  added  to  the  Alumni  site  located  at 
www.wnec.edu/alumni. 

We  have  also  established  a  presence  on  Facebook  both  for  our 
alumni  community  and  the  College  at  large.  Graduates  of  the  School 
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Competitive 


www.wnec.edu 

of  Business  and  specific  programs  such  as  the  MBA  program  can  keep  in  touch  with  classmates  and  the 
College  community  through  Manhattan  Virtual  Classrooms  (contact  Assistant  Dean  Marilyn  Pelosi  at 
mpelosi@wnec.edu  to  sign  up).  For  Blackberry®  or  iPhone®  users,  we  have  recently  created  a  convenient 
mobile  webpage.  Twitter  fans  will  find  timely  micro-blogs  on  that  social  network. 

These  communication  portals  make  it  easier  than  ever  for  you  to  remain  connected  to  the  College  and  to 
one  another.  They  serve  as  reminders  that  your  relationship  with  the  College  does  not  end  at  graduation. 
That  milestone  is  just  the  beginning  of  a  connection  that  will  last  a  lifetime. 

Mary  McLean  Orszulak 
Editor 


Heard  Around  Campus 

A  Bulletin  Board  of  Excerpts  from  Recent  Speeches  at  the  College 
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"I  found  Poland  to  be  very 
receptive  to  Americans  and 
relatively  easy  to  do  business 
with.  The  challenge  with  the 
falling  dollar  has  really  hurt 
some  of  my  profitability.  As 
a  small  company  it  is  hard  to 
hedge  those  bets." 

Paul  Kozub,  founder  of 
V-One  Vodka,  during  the 
International  Business 
Breakfast  on  October  1, 
2008.  V-One  imports  its 
vodka  from  Poland. 


"Most  importantly,  what  China's  2001  Marriage  Law  did  was  for  the  first  time 
in  history  it  introduced  the  concept  of  domestic  violence.  There  was  no  word 
for  domestic  violence  [in  Chinese]  prior  to  2001.  It  didn't  exist." 

Denise  Kindschi  Gosselin, 

Assistant  Professor  of  Criminal  Justice  at  Western  New  England  College,  gave 
a  lecture  entitled  "Responses  to  Domestic  Violence:  Family  Law  and  NG0 
initiatives  in  China"  during  the  Athenaeum  Series  on  October  23,  2008. 


The  Communicator  is 
published  for  the  alumni, 
parents,  and  friends  of 
Western  New  England  College. 

PRESIDENT  Of  THE  COLLEGE 
Anthony  S.  Caprio 

VICE  PRESIDENT  FOR  ADVANCEMENT 

Beverly  J.  Dwight 

VICE  PRESIDENT  FOR  MARKETING 
AND  EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS 

Barbara  Campanella 

DIRECTOR  OF  ALUMNI  RELATIONS 
Katherine  M.  Pappas  G'98 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  OF 
ADVANCEMENT  COMMUNICATIONS 

Brian  Fitzgerald 

EDITOR 

Mary  McLean  Orszulak 

SPORTS  UPDATE  EDITOR 
Ken  Cerino 

CAMPUS  UPDATE  EDITOR 

Beth  Barszcz 

WRITERS 

Brian  Fitzgerald 
Patricia  Gagnon 
Rosemary  O'Donoghue 
Mary  McLean  Orszulak 
Brendan  Payne 
Deb  Whittemore 

CREATIVE  DIRECTOR 
Deborah  Chappell 

DESIGNER 

Janice  MacKenzie, 
MacKenzie  Design 

PRINCIPAL  PHOTOGRAPHER 

Paul  Schnaittacher 
Beth  Barszcz 

PROOFREADER 
Brendan  Payne 

PRINTER 

Bassette  Printers 

EDITORIAL  OFFICES: 
The  Communicator,  Office  of 
Marketing  and  External  Affairs. 
Western  New  England  College, 
1215  Wilbraham  Road, 
Springfield,  MA  01119-2684 
Telephone:  413-782-1420 
Fax:  413-796-2007 
Address  and  email  changes  should 
be  sent  to  the  Office  of  Alumni 
Relations  at  alumwnec(®wnec.edu. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to 
contact  copyright  holders  of  any 
material  reprinted  in  this  magazine. 
Any  omissions  will  be  corrected  in 
subsequent  issues  if  notice  is  given 
to  the  Office  of  Marketing  and 
External  Affairs,  Western  New 
England  College. 


Western  New  England  College  is  committed 
to  the  principle  of  equal  opportunity  in  edu- 
cation and  employment.  The  College  does 
not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  sex,  race, 
color,  creed,  national  origin,  age,  religion, 
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admission  to,  access  to,  treatment  in,  or 
employment  in  its  programs  and  activities. 
The  following  person  has  been  designated 
to  handle  inquiries  regarding  the  nondis- 
crimination policies:  Executive  Director  of 
Human  Resources,  Western  New  England 
College,  1215  Wilbraham  Road,  Springfield, 
MA  01119-2684.  Inquiries  concerning  the 
application  of  nondiscrimination  policies 
may  also  be  referred  to  the  Regional 
Director,  Office  for  Civil  Rights,  U.S. 
Department  of  Education,  J.W.  McCormack 
P.O.C.H.,  Room  222,  Boston,  MA  02109-4557. 


The  School  of  Engineering  Prepares 
to  Step  into  the  National  Spotlight 


You  could  call  it  the  "stealth"  School  of  Engineering. 

That's  because  when  it  comes  to  national  visibility, 
the  Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Engineering  has  been  flying  under  the  radar. 

Today,  through  the  leadership  of  a  new  dean  and 
directives  from  the  College's  newest  Strategic  Plan, 
the  regionally  respected  School  is  ready  to 
dramatically  elevate  its  national  profile. 
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HERE  IN  THE  NORTHEAST  THIS 
school  of  381  students,  has  faced 
tough  competition  for  brand 
awareness  from  some  of  the  best-known 
institutes  in  the  country.  Now  it  is  time 
to  boost  our  reputation  on  the  national 
level  says  the  new  dean,  Dr.  S.  Hossein 
Cheraghi.  He  is  committed  to  enhancing 
the  School's  image  to  reflect  the  caliber 
of  teaching  and  research  that  are  increas- 
ingly seeing  our  students  win  competi- 
tions and  jobs  over  other  new  engineer- 
ing graduates. 

Appointed  in  August  of  2008,  Dean 
Cheraghi  thinks  the  time  has  come  for 
the  Western  New  England  College  School 
of  Engineering  to  be  recognized  as  one  of 
the  most  successful  schools  of  its  size  for 
engaging  students  in  applied  undergradu- 
ate research.  With  a  very  high  graduate 
placement  rate  across  all  undergraduate 
majors,  and  alumni  successfully  represent- 
ing the  School  from  the  labs  of  NASA  to 
their  own  start-up  companies,  the  School 
is  ready  to  markedly  increase  its  visibility. 


A  Growing  Focus  on  Globalization 

Dean  Cheraghi  sees  a  global  perspective 
as  essential  in  helping  our  programs 
gain  greater  visibility:  "The  College's  new 
Strategic  Plan  calls  for  increased  interna- 
tionalization. In  the  coming  years,  we  are 
looking  for  opportunities  to  internation- 
alize our  undergraduate  and  graduate 
programs." 

In  a  cross-disciplinary  seminar  abroad 
program  called  "Management,  Engineering, 
and  Cultural  Development  in  Guatemala," 
students  from  the  Schools  of  Engineering 
and  Business  have  traveled  to  Guatemala 
for  the  past  two  years  to  learn  how  to 
manage  third  world  engineering  projects. 
Professor  of  Electrical  Engineering  Stephen 
Northrup  and  Assistant  Professor  of 
Management  Bruce  Clemens  accompanied 
a  contingent  of  students  last  May  to  the 
isolated  village  of  San  Lucas  Toliman  to 
improve  the  community's  water  supply. 

"The  current  generation  of  students  is 
entering  a  world  where  economics  and  the 
environment  are  global  issues,"  observes 
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he  current  generation  of  students 
s  entering  a  world  where  economics 
and  the  environment  are  global  issues. 
When  faced  with  difficult  corporate 
decisions  in  the  future,  our  students 
will  be  able  to  consider  the  global 
impact  of  their  actions." 


— Dr.  Stephen  Northrup 


"The  quality  of  the  work  you  see  here 
is  comparable,  if  not  better,  to  that  of  very 
good  schools  that  are  much  more  famous," 
says  Dean  Cheraghi.  "We  have  a  solid 
curriculum  and  a  faculty  who  is  passion- 
ate about  undergraduate  education.  Our 
undergraduate  students  are  hired  immedi- 
ately and  employers  that  we've  talked  to 
are  extremely  happy  with  the  work  that 
they  do. 

"At  the  graduate  level,  we  are  fine-tun- 
ing our  programs  to  offer  part-time  mas- 
ter's degrees  and  certificates  of  greatest 
interest  to  area  professionals  and  employ- 
ers. We  will  also  be  exploring  options  that 
would  make  us  attractive  to  international 
graduate  students." 


Dr.  Northrup.  "Multinational  corporations, 
for  which  many  of  these  students  will  work 
have  far  reaching  effects  on  the  everyday 
lives  of  citizens  across  the  globe.  By 
immersing  themselves  in  a  third  world 
culture,  our  students  will  observe  how 
challenging  life  can  be  for  people  who  may 
not  have  the  opportunities  we  enjoy  in  the 
United  States.  When  faced  with  difficult 
corporate  decisions  in  the  future,  our  stu- 
dents will  be  able  to  consider  the  global 
impact  of  their  actions." 

Cross-disciplinary  Collaborations 

In  the  business  world,  engineers  and  busi- 
ness professionals  work  hand-in-hand. 
Increasingly,  the  Schools  of  Engineering 
and  Business  are  partnering  on  such  proj- 


ects to  provide  students  with  opportuni- 
ties to  test  drive  these  collaborative  rela- 
tionships. In  one  recent  partnership 
Dr.  Eric  Haffner,  professor  of  Industrial 
Engineering,  and  his  students  helped 
students  in  Sport  Management  Chair 
Dr.  Sharianne  Walker's  Sport  Facility 
and  Event  Management  course  to  use  the 
AutoCAD  system  to  develop  facilities  lay- 
outs and  plans  for  events  held  at  UConn's 
Rentschler  Field,  Springfield's  MassMutual 
Center,  and  our  own  Downes  Hall  of  Fame. 
Students  learned  how  the  software  can  be 
used  to  plan  and  manage  event  traffic  flow, 
security,  and  sponsorship  operations  and 
develop  room  and  facilities  layouts. 

Cross-disciplinary  learning  also  cuts 
both  ways.  Qualifying  engineering  stu- 
dents seeking  greater  business  expertise 
can  enroll  in  the  accelerated  Five-year 
Bachelor/MBA  program,  moving  on  to 
earn  their  master's  degree  at  the  AACSB 
International  accredited  School  of 
Business. 

Testing  the  Tools  of  the  Trade 

The  new  AutoCAD  purchase  is  just  one 
of  the  important  improvements  to  tech- 
nology at  the  School  of  Engineering 
designed  to  provide  our  students  with 
access  to  the  very  same  equipment  used 
in  industry. 

All  labs  and  student  computers  have 
been  upgraded  through  grant  monies  and 
other  funding.  Recent  equipment  acquisi- 
tions include  an  OBJET  500  Polyjet  Rapid 
Prototyping  machine,  which  turns  CAD 

Continued  on  next  page 
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(Computer  Aided  Design)  renderings  into 
functional  plastic  prototypes.  The  machine 
is  housed  in  the  Collaborative  Product 
Realization  Laboratory,  which  is  revolution- 
izing product  design  capabilities  at  the 
School,  thanks  to  a  recent  $150,000  grant 
from  The  George  I.  Alden  Trust  awarded 
as  part  of  the  College's  Transformations 
Campaign.  Opened  last  fall,  the  lab  features 
new  high-end  CAD  equipment,  including 
a  3D  scanner  and  a  FEI  PHENOMTM 
scanning  electron  microscope,  allowing 
students  to  not  only  produce  more  accu- 
rate designs  at  a  faster  pace,  but  also  man- 
ufacture parts  with  greater  precision.  Tools 
like  the  new  FARO  Laserscan  Arm  allow 
for  incredibly  precise  measurements  that 
give  students  the  confidence  that  the  parts 
they  design  are  built  to  specification. 

"Rapid  prototyping  provides  a  tool 
to  reduce  the  time  to  develop  products. 
Experience  with  this  equipment  will 
make  our  students  even  more  competitive 
in  the  job  market,"  says  Dr.  Haffner. 

Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  College 
Trustee  Marshall  Hart  Jr.  '65,  the  School 
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was  able  to  purchase  six  Logic  Analyzer 
Oscilloscopes  for  the  Embedded  Systems 
Laboratory  in  Electrical  Engineering.  Last 
year,  his  support  also  enabled  the  School  to 
upgrade  eight  lab  stations  in  the  Electrical 
Engineering  Junior/Senior  Lab  at  half  price. 

Student  Research:  Calling  It  Like  It  Is 

Every  graduating  senior  at  the  School  of 
Engineering  completes  a  yearlong  engi- 
neering project.  Dean  Cheraghi  believes 


these  projects  go  far  beyond  a  Senior 
Design  Project.  He  says,  "Our  students 
work  on  real-world  projects  from  compa- 
nies and  design,  develop,  and  deliver 
them — that  is  applied  research,  but  we 
need  to  give  it  more  visibility.  Right  now 
we  are  treating  this  work  as  a  Senior 
Design  Project;  I  want  to  call  it  what  it  is: 
research. 

"1  also  would  like  the  faculty  members  to 
become  more  involved  in  funded  research." 

Merging  his  expertise  in  acoustics 
and  fluid  dynamics,  Chair  and  Associate 
Professor  of  Mechanical  Engineering  Bart 
Lipkens  is  heading  fascinating  research 
applving  the  science  and  engineering  of 
acoustics  in  nontraditional  ways.  In  a 
project  sponsored  by  Physical  Sciences, 
Inc.  and  the  US  Army,  Lipkens:  Research 
Engineer  Jason  Dionne  07;  seniors  Brian 
Szczur  and  Alex  Trask;  and  Dr.  Ron 
Musiak,  professor  of  Electrical  Engineer- 
ing, are  working  on  a  water  purification 
system  using  acoustics.  The  goal  of  the 
project  is  to  filter  microscopic  particles 
out  of  a  water  stream  using  ultrasound. 
A  transducer  generates  sound  waves  at 
a  frequency  of  a  million  cycles  per  second. 
The  sound  waves  generate  a  force  on  the 
particles  that  ejects  them  from  the  water 
stream,  where  they  are  collected  for  later 
analysis.  Their  work  has  been  presented 
at  the  Acoustics  08  conference  in  Paris 
and  has  appeared  in  the  IEEE  Journal 
of  Sensors. 


The  Department  of  Biomedical  Engineering 
has  garnered  many  accolades  at  student  com- 
petitions, including  First  Place,  Undergraduate 
Student  Oral  Presentation  Award  2008  at  the 
34th  Annual  Northeast  Bioengineering 
Conference  and  the  National  BMES  2007 
Undergraduate  Research  Award.  Headed 
by  Dr.  Judy  Cezeaux,  one  of  the  few  female 
chairs  of  engineering  departments  in  the 
country,  Biomedical  Engineering  is  helping  to 
put  Western  New  England  College  on  the  map. 


"Providing  research  opportunities  to 
undergraduates  is  a  great  way  to  get  stu- 
dents excited  about  engineering  and  get 
them  involved  in  cutting  edge  research 
and  development,"  says  Dr.  Lipkens. 
"Acoustics  is  a  niche  area  that  is  inherently 
multi-disciplinary,  involves  elements  of 
mechanical  and  electrical  engineering, 
and  fits  very  well  with  the  mission  of  the 
School  of  Engineering.  Applications  of 
acoustics  are  found  in  a  multitude  of  are- 
nas from  biomedical  ultrasound,  to  sub- 
marine communication,  to  reducing  the 
noise  from  jet  engines  and  wind  turbines." 

Getting  on  the  Map 

Dean  Cheraghi  recognizes  that  elevat- 
ing the  School  to  a  new  level  of  promi- 
nence will  take  a  strategic  approach.  He  is 
planning  to  hire  a  liaison  to  focus  specifi- 
cally on  increasing  the  School's  visibility 
and  outlining  goals  for  bringing  the  world 
to  the  School  of  Engineering. 

"We  plan  to  invite  members  of  indus- 
try, the  media,  and  legislative  leaders  to 
tour  our  facilities  to  learn  about  specific 
areas  of  research.  In  addition  to  our  annu- 
al Symposia,  we  will  host  conferences  and 
a  Dean's  Lecture  Series  featuring  topics  of 
interest  to  various  industries. 

"With  these  new  initiatives,  our  days 
of  being  the  stealth  engineering  school 
are  over,"  he  says.  "We're  ready  to  take  on 
the  world."  ■ 


Technosaurus  Rex 

Rapid  Prototyping  3D— the  Next  Step  in  Technological 
Evolution.  This  plastic  T-Rex  prototype  was  produced 
on  the  new  Rapid  Prototyping  3D  machine. 
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A  B.S.M.E.  with  a  Side  of  Fries 

Biodiesel  Fuel  Project  Cooks  Up 
the  Sweet  Smell  of  Success 


The  Greening  of  the 
School  of  Engineering 

"Green"  is  more  than  just  a  buzzword  on  the 
Western  New  England  College  campus.  It  has  been 
part  of  a  movement  toward  conservation,  recycling, 
and  sustainability  that  has  been  building  momentum 
for  several  years.  The  Evergreen  Townhouse  complex, 
so  named  for  its  green  initiatives  when  built  in  2001, 
uses  geothermal  technology  for  heating  and  cooling. 
The  Kevin  S.  Delbridge  Welcome  Center,  opened  in 
2002,  uses  the  same  technology. 

Now  the  School  of  Engineering  is 
looking  to  apply  alternative  energy 
technology  from  solar  to  wind  power 
to  operate  some  of  the  engineering  labs 
at  Sleith  Hall.  FloDesign,  a  firm  that  is 
making  a  name  for  itself  by  applying 
aerospace  technology  to  new  product 
development,  is  run  by  a  "who's  who"  of 
our  engineering  alumni.  The  Wilbraham, 
MA,  based-firm  is  exploring  plans  to  use 
the  campus  as  a  test  site  to  compare  its 
revolutionary  wind  turbine  technology 
to  traditional  designs,  producing  usable 
electricity  in  the  process.  Read  about 
FloDesign's  latest  engineering  marvels 
on  page  8. 

A  new  marketing  awareness  piece  touts  such  innovative  student  research 
projects  as  the  biodiesel  fuel  generation  system,  in  which  reclaimed  cooking  oils 
from  the  campus  dining  hall  are  used  to  heat  some  of  the  mechanical  engineering 
labs  and  run  lawn  mowers,  snowblowers,  and  eventually  larger  machines  such 
as  public  safety  vehicles. 

The  work  of  senior  Matthew  Bont  serves  as  a  prime  example  of  how  the 
School  uses  applied  engineering  research  to  find  green  solutions  for  industrial 
sponsors.  For  his  Senior  Design  Project,  Matt  developed  a  feasibility  study 
for  implementing  a  geothermal  heating  and  cooling  system  at  the  Hazen  Paper 
Company  in  Holyoke,  MA.  With  his  advisor,  Dr.  Richard  Mindek  Jr.,  associate 
professor  of  mechanical  engineering,  he  explored  how  existing  water  wells 
at  Hazen  used  for  manufacturing  process  cooling  could  be  repurposed  as  part 
of  a  new  geothermal  system  for  both  heating  and  cooling  of  office  space.  Matt 
estimates  the  cost  savings  for  implementation  of  the  system  could  increase 
from  about  $2,400  to  $4,500  per  year  over  the  next  10  years. 


New  Concentration  in  Green  Engineering 
Studies  indicate  increasing  demand  for  future  engineering  gradutes  who 
can  develop  solutions  for  the  worldwide  needs  for  renewable  energy  sources, 
practice  sustainable  engineering,  and  engage  in  the  reduction  of  energy  waste. 
The  Department  of  Mechanical  Engineering  has  added  a  Green  Engineering  con- 
centration. The  program  will  include  such  courses  as  wind  and  water  energy, 
solar  energy,  alternative  energy  system  design,  electrical  systems  for  alterna- 
tive energy,  and  material  selection  for  alternative  energy. 


Meet  the  New  Dean 

S.  Hossein  Cheraghi,  Ph.D.,  GDTP 

Dr.  S.  Hossein  Cheraghi  is  the  ninth  dean 
of  the  School  of  Engineering.  The  School 
offers  programs  in  Biomedical,  Electrical, 
Industrial,  and  Mechanical  Engineering 
accredited  by  the  Engineering  Accreditation 
Commission  (EAC)  of  ABET,  Inc. 

"I  was  drawn  to  the  position,"  he  says, 
"by  the  closeness  of  faculty  members  and 
the  fact  that  the  administration  was  really 
interested  in  someone  who  was  ready  to 
make  changes.  That  was  confirmed  when 
I  talked  to  President  Caprio  about  his  vision 
for  the  future  of  the  College.  Among  the  other 
administration  officials — from  Marketing  to 
the  Provost's  Office — there  is  a  sense  that 
everyone  is  willing  to  help  to  do  the  work. 
They  have  all  been  very  supportive." 

Dr.  Cheraghi  joins  Western  New  England 
College  from  Wichita  State  University, 
where  he  most  recently  served  as  Professor 
and  Chair  of  the  Department  of  Industrial  and 
Manufacturing  Engineering.  In  his  16  years 
at  Wichita  State,  Dr.  Cheraghi  was  the  recip- 
ient of  numerous  awards  for  excellence  in 
research,  teaching,  and  continuing  educa- 
tion. An  expert  in  aircraft  design  and  manu- 
facturing, he  secured  dozens  of  research 
grants  totaling  over  $3  million,  and  published 
over  100  journal  and  conference  articles. 
Among  his  many  national  and  international 
professional  affiliations,  he  is  an  ABET 
evaluator  for  Industrial  and  Manufacturing 
Engineering  Programs,  and  serves  on  the 
editorial  board  of  a  number  of  journals, 
including  The  International  Journal  of 
Industrial  and  Systems  Engineering. 

Dr.  Cheraghi  received  his  B.S.  from 
Iran  in  1977,  his  M.S.  from  the  University 
of  Arizona  in  1987,  and  his  Ph.D.  from 
Pennsylvania  State  University  in  1992. 


A  Change  in  the 


"The  next  Google." 

That  is  the  label  Kleiner  Perkins  Caufield  &  Byers  (KPCB), 
the  top  venture  capitalist  firm  in  Silicon  Valley,  placed  on 
FioDesign  Wind  Turbine.  Thanks  to  its  "game-changing" 
design,  the  company  is  on  the  precipice  of  altering  the 
future  and  fortunes  for  millions  of  Americans. 


By  Brendan  Payne 

FioDesign  Wind  Turbine  is  a  subsidiary 
of  FioDesign,  Inc.,  in  nearby  Wilbraham, 
MA,  a  research  and  design  firm  created 
by  Dr.  Walter  Presz.  professor  emeritus  of 
Mechanical  Engineering  at  Western  New 
England  College.  Dr.  Presz's  dream  when 
he  founded  FioDesign  in  1990  was  to  offer 
Western  New  England  College  students 
a  place  to  conduct  contract  research  for 
outside  companies  in  order  to  gain  experi- 
ence. Today,  FioDesign  has  grown  into  a 
midsize  contract  engineering  company 
whose  client  list  includes  Rolls  Royce  and 
FN  Manufacturing,  and  whose  ledger 
includes  the  full-time  employment  of  over 
a  dozen  School  of  Engineering  alumni  and 
numerous  students  as  interns. 

With  its  latest  venture,  FioDesign  Wind 
Turbine,  started  in  2007,  the  company  is 
planning  to  capitalize  on  the  growing  alter- 
native energy  market. 
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Over  a  Dozen  School  of  Engineering  Alums 
are  Leading  FloDesign  Wind  Turbine  into 
the  Next  Generation  of  Alternative  Energy 


"Dr.  Presz  and  I  were  looking  for  the 
next  big  idea,"  recalled  FloDesign  Wind 
Turbine  CEO  Stanley  Kowalski  III  '92. 
"Anyone  who  has  been  through  the 
Department  of  Mechanical  Engineering 
ran  into  a  mixer  ejector  at  some  point 
because  of  Dr.  Presz's  continuous  projects 
that  revolved  around  that  concept.  We 
researched  that  concept  for  use  on  a  new 
leaf  blower  design  until  Dr.  Michael  Werle,  a 
colleague  of  Dr.  Presz  and  prior  head  of  the 
United  Technologies  Gas  Turbine  Research 
Center,  suggested  that  the  concept  may 
work  in  reverse  for  a  wind  turbine.  We 
sponsored  some  students  to  do  some  initial 
research,  conducted  analytical  studies,  and 
saw  tremendous  potential." 

With  the  spike  of  gasoline  prices  this 
past  summer,  the  increased  demand  on 
finite  energy  sources  throughout  the  world, 
and  the  damage  being  done  to  our  fragile 
ecosystem  from  burning  fossil  fuels,  the 
need  to  develop  clean,  renewable  energy 
technologies  has  never  been  greater. 

"The  market  for  wind  power  is  explod- 
ing," said  Stan.  "Wind  is  the  lowest  cost 
renewable  energy  source  available.  You  hear 
about  solar,  you  hear  about  fuel  cells,  but 
wind  is  the  closest  to  competing  with  fossil 
fuels  right  now." 

FloDesign  Wind  Turbine  is  already  at 
the  forefront  of  alternative  energy  concepts 
with  its  revolutionary  model  that  incorpo- 
rates its  years  of  research  and  development 
on  jet  engines  into  the  renewable  energy 
field.  Their  concept  essentially  transitions 
the  design  of  a  jet  engine  for  use  on  a  wind 
turbine — with  numerous  performance, 
cost,  and  safety  benefits.  The  company's 
state-of-the-art  shrouded  design  is  signifi- 
cantly smaller  than  traditional  turbines, 
giving  the  engine  substantially  better  ener- 
gy production  than  those  currently  in  use. 
The  FloDesign  concept  will  also  be  quieter, 
lower  in  height,  able  to  be  placed  more 
densely  on  a  parcel  of  land,  bird  friendly, 
and  would  not  sling  debris  such  as  ice. 

FloDesign's  turbine  opens  up  the  small 
distributed  commercial  energy  market,  any- 


thing under  lOOkw  of  production, 
because  of  the  shrouded  concept 
that  is  much  safer.  "The  traditional 
turbines  are  prone  to  slinging 
debris  or  ice  because  they  are 
open.  So  we  can  potentially  put 
our  turbines  in  a  residential  neigh 
borhood  or  on  a  building  in  the 
middle  of  the  city,"  explained  Stan. 

With  the  advanced  shrouded  concept, 
the  same  amount  of  power  is  generated 
with  half  the  diameter  blade.  Since  the 
blade  is  much  smaller,  it's  more  robust  and 
lends  itself  to  high  volume  manufacturing. 
Additionally,  the  down  stream  wake  is 
drastically  reduced.  This  enables  twice 
as  many  turbines  to  be  placed  per  parcel, 
which  results  in  twice  as  much  power  per 
acre  compared  to  the  traditional  turbines 
currently  in  use.  FloDesign's  concept  would 
be  useable  for  onshore  and  offshore  wind 
farms  and  is  approximately  20  percent 
quieter  than  traditional  turbines. 

Stan  added,  "We  have  about  three 
or  four  enabling  features  that  make  us 
unique  in  the  cost,  performance,  and 
safety  market  segments." 

Stan,  the  son  of  former  School  of 
Business  Dean  and  FloDesign  CFO  Dr. 
Stanley  Kowalski  Jr.,  is  leading  the  project, 
which  has  included  dozens  of  Western  New 
England  College  graduates  as  full-time 
employees,  students  as  interns  and 
researchers,  and  professors  as  consultants. 

"Western  New  England  College  person- 
nel have  been  absolutely  essential  in  this 
project,"  said  Stan.  "They  were  instrumental 
in  our  design  winning  the  MIT  CEEP  and 
Ignite  Clean  Energy  competitions  over 
teams  from  MIT  and  Harvard  and  securing 
$300,000  in  prize  money."  Alumni  currently 
employed  by  FloDesign  Wind  Turbine 
include  Jason  Barnes  '06,  Bill  Dionne  '06, 
Jason  Dionne  '07,  Bob  Dold  '90/G'07,  Tim 
Hickey  '07,  Scott  Kettle  '98,  Jeff  King  '98, 
and  John  Urbanowicz  '08. 

Current  students  have  played  a  crucial 
role  in  the  development  of  this  endeavor 
as  interns  from  Western  New  England 


Back  Row  L-R:  John  Urbanowicz  '08,  Bob 
Dold  '90/G'07,  Tim  Hickey  '07,  Scott  Kettle  '98 
Front  Row  L-R:  Jeff  King  '98,  Dr.  Walter  Presz, 
and  Jason  Barnes  '06 

College  helped  create  a  wind  tunnel  to 
test  the  prototype.  "This  past  summer  we 
had  upwards  of  11  interns  from  different 
colleges  and  universities  working  for  us," 
said  Stan.  "The  work  that  comes  from  the 
Western  New  England  College  students  in 
the  real  world  environment  is  indicative 
of  the  hands-on  approach  that  the  School 
of  Engineering  uses  to  educate  them." 

And  Western  New  England  College  will 
play  a  significant  role  in  the  field-testing 
of  the  turbine.  This  initiative  is  part  of  an 
ongoing  sustainability  push  in  the  School 
of  Engineering,  including  the  creation  of 
a  Green  Engineering  concentration  in 
Mechanical  Engineering. 

"The  School  of  Engineering  recognizes 
the  growth  and  importance  of  renewable 
engineering  initiatives,"  said  Dr.  Bart 
Lipkens,  associate  professor  and  chair  of 
the  Department  of  Mechanical  Engineer- 
ing. "FloDesign  and  Western  New  England 
College  are  great  partners  and  together 
we  will  work  to  find  the  solutions  that  will 
make  the  difference  in  energy  sustainability 
in  the  21st  century." 

In  the  near  future,  history  may  look 
back  upon  FloDesign  Wind  Turbine  as  the 
catalyst  for  major  change  in  our  society  and 
salvation  for  our  energy  dependant  civiliza- 
tion. When  and  if  that  day  does  come,  the 
legacy  of  Western  New  England  College  will 
be  cemented  in  the  records  as  playing  a 
major  role  in  a  monumental  shift  in  how 
our  culture  powers  itself  every  day.  ■ 


www.wnec.edu/alumni  9 


College  Celebrates  School  of  Law  Expansion 
and  Renovation  with  Ribbon  Cutting 


The  Blake  Law  Centers  Rebirth  ^bh-fh^ 


ON  SEPTEMBER  16,  2008,  the 
College  unveiled  the  latest  addi- 
tion to  campus,  a  $5.5  million 
expansion  and  renovation  of  the  S.  Prestley 
Blake  Law  Center,  home  to  the  College's 
School  of  Law.  Following  the  traditional  Fall 
Gathering  of  College  faculty  and  staff  in 
Rivers  Memorial  Hall,  President  Anthony  S. 
Caprio,  along  with  members  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  the  Law  Alumni  Board,  employ- 
ees, and  students,  adjourned  to  the  Blake 
Law  Center  for  a  ceremonial  ribbon  cutting 
to  mark  the  project's  completion. 

The  ceremony  took  place  in  front  of  the 
building's  10,500-square-foot  wing  and  new 
entrance,  which  provides  a  gateway  to  the 
rest  of  the  campus.  The  entrance,  with  its 
soaring  marble  pillars,  leads  to  a  two-story 
lobby  that  serves  as  a  primary  gathering 
space  for  students  and  functions.  The  new 
wing  also  houses  the  School  of  Law's  admis- 
sions and  administrative  offices. 

The  project  included  a  restructuring  of 
the  Law  Library,  which  now  extends  to  all 
three  floors  of  the  Law  Center.  Along  with 
the  new  space  comes  a  new  user-friendly 
way  of  accessing  library  materials,  with 
patrons  able  to  take  most  books  out  of  the 
library  area  and  into  any  part  of  the  Law 


Center.  "You  can  go  in  and  out  of  the  library 
and  into  the  law  school  at  any  level."  said 
School  of  Law  Dean  Art  Gaudio.  "The  Law 
Library  is  now  as  large  as  the  entire  School 
of  Law  building."  The  School  of  Law  is 
one  of  only  a  few  schools  in  the  country 
to  try  this  cutting  edge  approach  to  access. 
Materials  must  still  be  checked  out  to  leave 
the  building,  with  sensors  at  the  exits  to  the 
building  monitoring  the  Library's  collec- 
tion. 

Those  gathered  at  the  event  also  had  the 
opportunity  to  tour  the  building  and  see 
several  reconfigured  classrooms,  which  fea- 
ture smaller,  more  intimate  learning  envi- 
ronments. "We  have  always  known  that 
legal  education  is  an  interactive  experience, 
and  that  smaller  class  sizes  provide  more 
opportunities  for  the  exchange  between 
students  as  well  as  with  their  faculty,"  said 
President  Caprio.  While  many  law  schools 


Dean  Art  Gaudio  welcomes  guests 
to  the  ribbon  cutting  ceremony. 

feature  classes  of  80,  90,  or  even  120 
students,  Western  New  England  College 
School  of  Law  has  grouped  first-year  stu- 
dents into  sections  of  50  students.  "It  is 
something  that  is,  without  question,  better 
for  legal  education — the  opportunity  for  a 
student  to  better  interact  with  a  professor 
and  fellow  students,"  said  Gaudio.  The  ren- 
ovation of  the  Law  Center  also  included 
the  addition  of  several  seminar  and  study 
rooms,  in  which  small  classes  or  groups 
of  students  can  meet. 

Also  making  remarks  at  the  event  were 
Trustee  Chairman  John  M.  O'Brien  III  '74, 
State  Sen.  Gale  Candaras  L'82,  State  Rep. 
Angelo  Puppolo  L'01,  and  State  Rep.  Sean 
Curran. 

The  College  undertook  a  major  upgrade 
to  the  technology  infrastructure  during  the 
15-month  construction  period,  increasing 
wireless  Internet  access  capabilities. 
Technology  upgrades  extend  to  the  recently 
renovated  J.  Gerard  Pellegrini  Moot  Court 
Room,  where  students  gain  valuable  litiga- 
tion skills.  Student  lawyers  will  have  the 
ability  to  submit  and  display  evidence 
electronically  and  review  their  performance 
on  recordings  which  are  made  using  state- 
of-the-art  audio,  video,  and  computer 
equipment.  The  Moot  Court  Room  has 
been  named  to  honor  Pellegrini  L'57,  a 
longtime  adjunct  professor  and  accom- 
plished trial  lawyer. 

A  new  home  for  the  Law  and  Business 
Center  for  Advancing  Entrepreneurship 
was  created  during  the  project.  The  Center 
had  previously  operated  in  rented  space  off 
campus. 

The  School  of  Law  project  is  the  most 
ambitious  capital  project  undertaken  as 
part  of  Transformations:  The  Campaign 
for  Western  New  England  College.  An 
$800,000  challenge  grant  from  The  Kresge 
Foundation  helped  fund  the  expansion. 
The  names  of  benefactors  to  the  project 
are  listed  on  a  Donor  Recognition  Wall  in 
the  School  lobby.  B 
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Strategic  Plan  Outlines  the 


Vision  for  Approaching  Our  Second  Century 


By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 

WHEN  Dr.  Anthony  S.  Caprio 
was  installed  as  president 
of  Western  New  England 
College  in  the  fall  of  1996,  he  solicited 
input  from  the  entire  campus  community 
in  the  development  of  a  strategic  plan 
that  would  serve  as  a  blueprint  for 
growth  and  development  for  the  next  10 
years.  The  resulting  Strategic  Plan  was 
adopted  in  1998  and  revised  in  2001. 

"Our  first  Strategic  Plan  in  our  history 
was  fundamentally  about  transformation: 
changes  in  how  we  think  of  ourselves; 
changes  in  what  we  think  about  ourselves; 
changes  in  how  we  present  and  describe 
our  institution,"  said  President  Caprio. 
"Our  first  Plan  served  as  a  springboard. 
We  were  in  new  motion,  moving  in  many 
different  directions  at  the  same  time.  But 
our  movement  was  purposeful,  energized, 
and  energizing.  It  is  no  coincidence  that 
we  named  our  first  comprehensive  cam- 
paign for  the  university  Transformations, 
for  we  had  successfully  determined 
through  the  Strategic  Plan  how  we  would 
transform  ourselves." 

Ten  years  later,  that  transformation 
has  seen  the  culture,  academic  goals, 
and  physical  growth  outlined  in  the  plan 
become  a  reality.  With  our  centennial 
approaching  in  2019,  the  College  was 
ready  for  the  next  phase  in  its  exciting 
development. 

The  new  Strategic  Plan  for  Western 
New  England  is  a  community  product  rep- 
resenting our  mission,  vision,  shared  core 
values,  and  strategic  directions.  This  effort 
was  steered  by  a  dedicated  Strategic 


Planning  Committee  and  multiple  sub- 
committees and  task  forces.  Cochairs  Dr. 
William  Ferris,  professor  of  management, 
and  Dr.  Sheralee  Tershner,  professor  of 
psychology,  oversaw  the  plan's  develop- 
ment by  means  of  13  open  campus  com- 
munity meetings  and  23  intense  biweekly 
Strategic  Planning  Committee  (SPC) 
meetings  as  well  as  surveys  of  788  under- 
graduates and  student  focus  groups  from 
each  graduate  program.  After  a  draft  was 
released  to  the  community  in  September, 
the  final  document  was  reviewed  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees  and  approved  in 
December  2008. 

IN  2019  Western  New  England  College 
will  celebrate  its  centennial  as  an 
institution  of  higher  education.  Our 
focus  will  continue  to  be  on  the  whole  stu- 
dent, but  in  a  21st  century  context,  high- 
lighting the  demands  of  a  diverse  and 
global  society,  the  accelerating  pace  of 
technology,  and  the  necessity  of  attention 
to  environmental  sustainability. 

"Strategic  planning  is  essentially  oppor- 
tunities-seeking planning,"  explained 
President  Caprio.  "As  an  academic  commu- 
nity, we  want  to  remain  vital,  to  excel,  and 
to  continuously  improve  so  that  our  insti- 
tution can  be  important  in  the  lives  of  all 
who  learn  and  work  here.  We  also  want  to 
be  creative  and  entrepreneurial,  and  always 
forward-looking."  ■ 


To  read  the  plan  in  its  entirety,  visit 
www.wnec.edu/strategicplan. 


Individual  Focus. 

Global  Perspectives:  A  Personal 

Approach  to  a  University  Education 

is  the  title  of  the  plan  which  captures  the 
essence  of  what  the  College  community  plans 
to  achieve  in  the  coming  decade. 

The  plan  outlines  eight 
strategic  directions: 

1.  Focus  on  multiple  aspects  of  the 
development  of  the  whole  student. 

2.  Continue  to  elevate  the  academic 
excellence  of  the  Western  New  England 
undergraduate  education  drawing  upon 
our  heritage  of  integrated  liberal  and 
professional  learning  opportunities. 

3.  Increase  our  focus  on  excellence  in 
graduate  and  professional  education, 
research,  and  scholarship,  calling  on  our 
strength  as  a  comprehensive  institution. 

4.  Promote  and  support  Western  New 
England's  distinctive  vision  for  interna- 
tionalization throughout  our  entire 
community. 

5.  Develop  and  practice  our  vision 

of  diversity  and  pluralism  on  campus. 

6.  Build  upon  a  physical  and  operational  envi- 
ronment that  will  support  our  status  as  a 
preeminent  comprehensive  institution. 

7.  Engage  the  institution  more  fully  in  inte- 
grated collaborative  partnerships  and 
alliances  within  the  campus  as  well  as 
beyond  the  campus  with  alumni  and 
local,  regional,  national,  and  international 
communities. 

8.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  success  of  the 
individual  strategic  initiatives  proposed 
in  this  Strategic  Plan  as  well  as  to  fulfill 
our  potential  as  a  regional  and  national 
leader,  pursue  changing  our  institutional 
status  from  that  of  a  College  to  that  of  a 
University. 
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Seminar  Abroad  08 

"The  students  are  grassroots 
ambassadors  for  the  College 
and  the  USA." 

— Curt  Hamakawa  L'84 


An  unforgettable  experience 
Fifteen  Western  New  England  College 
travelers  met  gold  medal  beach  volley- 
ball player  Misty  May-Treanor  (holding 
the  Golden  Bear)  at  the  Great  Wall. 


Seminar  Abroad  '08  Turns 


"This  was  a  once-in-a-lifetime  experience  that  I  would 
not  exchange  for  anything!"  exclaimed  senior  Breanne 
Roche  upon  her  return  from  Seminar  Abroad  '08:  Beijing 
Olympics.  Seconding  that  emotion  were  the  12  other 
students  who  joined  Breanne  on  the  trip  halfway  around 
the  world  to  witness  the  largest  sport  gathering  in  the 
history  of  civilization. 

Curt  Hamakawa  L'84,  assistant  professor  of  Sport  Management  and 
director  of  the  Center  for  International  Sport  Business,  and  Dan  Covell 
associate  professor  of  Sport  Management, 
organized  the  eight-day  whirlwind  sojourn. 
As  the  former  director  of  athlete  services 
for  the  United  States  Olympic  Committee,  Professor  Hamakawa  was  able 
to  provide  the  students  access  to  many  places  other  fans  never  get  to  see. 

"Having  spent  17  years  at  the  USOC,  I  have  a  lot  of  contacts  that  I 
was  able  to  put  to  great  use  in  terms  of  student  exposure,"  said  Professor 


Hamakawa.  "These  contacts  provided 
our  students  with  an  insiders  look 
at  the  Olympic  Games." 

The  students  served  as  hosts  and 
hostesses  for  the  Truce  Foundation 


IS9I 


Curt  Hamakawa  L'84,  assistant 
professor  of  Sport  Management 
and  director  of  the  Center  for 
International  Sport  Business 
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Beijing  Olympics  into  Living  Classroom 


Awards  Ceremony  and  Reception  at  the  USA  House  [the  United 
States  Olympic  Committee's  hospitality  center]  where  they  spoke 
with  USOC  President  Peter  Ueberroth,  former  International 
Olympic  Committee  President  Juan  Antonio  Samaranch,  Yale 
University  President  Richard  Levin,  and  Olympic  long  jump  record 
holder  Bob  Beamon.  "Working  as  greeters  and 
hosts/hostesses  at  the  event  honoring  former  IOC 
President  Samaranch  gave  us  an  insight  into  how 
these  kinds  of  international  protocol  events  are  done,' 
said  Breanne.  "It  was  a  really  cool  experience  to  be  at 
the  center  of  activity  with  all  these  important  people 
from  all  over  the  world!" 

"The  students  are  grassroots  ambassadors  for 
the  College  and  the  USA,"  added  Professor  Hamakawa. 
"For  many  Chinese  and  people  from  other  nations  this 
may  have  been  their  first  chance  to  meet  an  American. 
It  was  an  opportunity  to  shape  people's  perceptions  about  the  USA." 

Luck  also  played  its  part  in  making  the  experience  unforget- 
table as  the  cohort  of  15  Western  New  England  College  voyagers 
serendipitously  ran  into  gold  medal  beach  volleyball  player  Misty 
May-Treanor  at  the  Great  Wall. 

"Even  though  she  was  there  with  an  NBC  camera  crew,  Misty 
was  gracious  and  generous  with  her  time,  posing  for  individual 
and  group  photos,"  said  senior  Sport  Management  major 


Shaqim  Walker.  "Misty  was  so  fond  of  our  mascot,  the  Golden 
Bear,  I  thought  for  a  moment  that  she  might  take  it  with  her!" 

The  contingent  saw  10  sports  on  the  Olympic  program 
(badminton,  baseball,  basketball,  beach  volleyball,  boxing,  soccer, 
softball,  tennis,  track  and  field,  and  water  polo),  along  with  other 
landmarks,  such  as  the  Great  Wall  at  Mutianyu, 
Tiananmen  Square,  the  Summer  Palace,  and  the 
Temple  of  Heaven.  The  nonstop  days  began  each 
morning  at  7:00  a.m.  with  breakfast,  followed  by  a 
45-minute  seminar,  before  departing  for  their  first 
event  of  the  day.  A  mid-day  meal  was  usually  grabbed 
on  the  run  as  the  group  continued  to  an  afternoon 
sporting  event  or  tourist  activity.  Many  nights  they 
did  not  return  to  their  hotel  until  the  wee  hours  of 
the  morning.  All  of  this  sandwiched  between  a  pair  of 
13-hour  flights. 

"The  friends  I  made  and  the  events  I  attended  are  memories 
that  will  never  be  forgotten,"  said  senior  AJ  Pappas. 

Professor  Hamakawa  plans  on  taking  students  to  the  2010  World 
Cup  in  South  Africa  and  the  2012  London  Olympic  Games.  ■ 


Read  Curt  Hamakawa's  blog  at 
www.wnec.edu/business. 
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In  just  10  years,  Eastfield  Mall 
General  Manager  Arlene  Putnam  '87 
has  seen  the  mall  through  an 
amazing  transformation. 


Back 

.from 
the 


By  Deb  Whittemore 

Not  more  than  a  decade  ago,  Springfield's 
Eastfield  Mall,  located  just  three  and  a 
half  miles  from  the  Western  New  England 
College  campus,  was  dying.  It  was  years 
removed  from  the  glory  days  in  the  late 
1960s  and  early  1970s,  when  the  mall  had 
been  a  novelty  in  the  region  drawing  visi- 
tors from  as  far  away  as  Canada.  By  1998 
Eastfield  was  a  shadow  of  its  former  self. 
Retail  space  was  just  50  percent  leased. 
Foot  traffic  was  down  as  more  and  more 
people  bypassed  the  area  to  shop  at  the 
Holyoke  Mall. 

Arlene  Putnam  '87  joined  the  mall's  staff  as  an 
accountant  in  1978  and  witnessed  the  slow  but 
steady  decline  firsthand.  Facing  competition  from 
the  newly-opened  Holyoke  Mall,  the  mall's  owners, 
the  Rouse  Company,  made  renovations  and  added  a 
Food  Court,  but  the  efforts  didn't  work.  The  "death 
blow"  came  in  the  early  1980s,  when  ownership 
turned  its  attention  to  more  profitable  and  visible  A- 
list  properties  and  decided  to  no  longer  invest  signif- 
icant amounts  of  money  into  Eastfield. 

"We  had  a  very  lean  staff  and  a  very  small  mar- 
keting budget."  says  Putnam,  who  had  worked  her 
way  through  the  ranks  to  operations  manager  and 
then  acting  general  manager.  "We  were  having  trou- 
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Jillian  Gould  '02 
director  of  marketing,  Eastfield  Mall 

ble  even  finding  the  money  to  touch  up 
the  paint  or  get  the  lawn  mowed." 

In  the  midst  of  those  bleak  days  back  in 
1998,  hope  came  on  the  scene.  New  Jersey- 
based  Mountain  Development  Company 
purchased  the  mall,  and  the  new  owners 
promoted  Putnam  to  general  manager. 
Over  the  next  few  years,  the  company 
infused  the  ailing  mall  with  $30  million 
of  much-needed  investments,  including  a 
16-screen  movie  theater  as  well  as  a  new 
marquee  and  landscaping. 

To  Putnam,  the  change  was  profound. 
"It  was  like  wed  gone  from  driving  an  old 
pick-up  truck,  just  doing  anything  we 
could  to  keep  it  running,  to  being  given 
two  brand  new  trucks,"  she  says. 

The  resurgence  of  the  Eastfield  Mall  in 
the  decade  since  Putnam  took  the  helm  is 
nothing  short  of  amazing.  Over  the  past 
several  years,  the  mall  has  been  99  percent 
leased  and  tenants  have  been  waiting  to 
come  in  rather  than  leaving  in  droves.  The 
improvements,  particularly  the  movie  the- 
aters, have  made  the  mall  a  destination 
again,  and  the  explosion  of 
growth  in  communities  east  of 
the  mall,  including  Belchertown, 
Wilbraham,  and  Monson,  has 
helped  bring  shoppers  into  the 
mall  as  well  as  to  other  Boston 
Road  businesses. 

While  she  may  eschew  taking 
personal  credit  for  the  mall's 
resurgence,  the  benefit  of  having 
the  knowledge,  experience,  and 
wisdom  Putnam  brings  to  her 
role  is  impossible  to  ignore.  To 
Putnam,  some  of  this  success  springs  from 
the  autonomy  she's  been  given  by  the  mall's 
current  ownership  as  well  as  the  lessons 
she's  learned  from  the  mall's  leaner  times. 

"Mountain  has  left  things  in  my  hands, 
locally.  I'm  able  to  make  a  decision  on  the 
spot  to  make  something  happen,"  she  says. 

Putnam  is  also  quick  to  credit  what  she 
says  is  a  very  strong  staff  that's  able  to 
keep  things  running  smoothly  whenever 
she's  out  of  town  overseeing  her  other 
charge,  the  Eastern  Hills  Mall  in  Buffalo. 

"I'm  the  type  of  manager  who  likes  to 
step  back  and  let  people  do  what  they  need 
to  do,"  she  says.  "I  don't  intervene  unless 
they  come  to  me  and  need  my  help." 


Putnam  adopted  that  same  philosophy 
when  she  decided  about  eight  years  ago  to 
hire  interns  from  the  College  to  assist  with 
major  marketing  projects. 

"We  were  in  the  process  of  forming  the 
Boston  Road  Business  Association  and 
thought  we'd  hire  an  intern  to  specifically 
help  increase  membership,"  says  Putnam. 

That  first  intern  was  Jillian  Gould-who 
now  is  the  mall's  director  of  Marketing. 
Since  then,  the  mall  has  had  interns  every 
semester  from  Western  New  England 
College  as  well  as  other  local  colleges. 

"The  interns  we've  worked  with 
over  the  years  have  been  truly  the  best," 
observes  Putnam.  "Every  one  of  them  has 
had  the  drive  to  want  to  get  ahead  and 
they  all  want  to  learn  so  very  much.  The 
students  are  our  future.  It's  up  to  us  to 

develop  strong  leaders 
and  to  do  so  effectively." 

Putnam  hopes 
Western  New  England 
College  will  attract  such 
future  leaders  to  not 
only  study  in  the  city 
but  also  stay  to  build 
careers.  As  part  of  her 
role,  Putnam  spends  a 
good  deal  of  time  with 
the  city's  "movers  and 
shakers"  as  chair  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Economic 
Development  Council,  Spirit  of 
Springfield,  and  Boston  Road  Business 
Association,  to  name  a  few,  which  helps 
her  keep  a  finger  on  the  "pulse"  of  the  city. 

"When  we  brought  Eastfield  back  we 
really  helped  the  entire  Boston  Road  corri- 
dor, which  is  a  huge  taxpayer  to  the  city," 
she  says.  "Our  location  unfortunately  does 
not  benefit  downtown.  But  the  mayor  is 
doing  a  fantastic  job,  and  Springfield  is 
coming  back"  Putnam  adds.  "It's  getting 
stronger  and  stronger." 

Just  like  Eastfield — back  from  the  brink 
and  better  than  ever.  ■ 


Meredith  Samoorian  '09, 
intern— Eastfield  Mall 


Arlene's  Path 
to  Success 

Part-time  Undergraduate 
Education 

Arlene  Putnam's  journey  to  general 
manager  of  a  Springfield  retail  institution 
began  in  1978  when  Putnam,  who  was  in 
her  twenties  and  raising  a  family,  took  a 
job  as  an  on-site  accountant  at  Eastfield. 
A  few  years  later,  Putnam  decided  to  take 
advantage  of  a  golden  opportunity  when 
the  mall's  ownership  offered  to  pay  for  80 
percent  of  her  college  tuition. 

"I  hadn't  gone  to  college  right  after  high 
school.  I  had  a  few  kids  and  finally  decid- 
ed I  really  needed  a  college  education," 
Putnam  says. 

For  the  next  10  years,  Putnam  worked 
full-time  at  the  mall  while  attending  the 
College  two  nights  a  week,  obtaining  a 
business  degree  with  a  concentration  in 
Accounting  in  1987. 

"When  I  went  back,  I  was  really  very 
shy,  kind  of  scared  to  death  to  go,"  Putnam 
says.  "Everyone  at  the  College  was  so 
helpful  and  supportive,  and  thanks  to  being 
exposed  to  so  many  things,  like  having  to 
get  up  and  talk  in  front  of  other  people,  I 
really  evolved  from  a  very  shy  homemaker. 
I  grew  so  much  in  those  10  years." 

By  the  time  she  finished  her  degree,  she 
was  training  other  accountants  at  the  mall. 
She  was  offered  a  job  in  Maryland  when 
the  company  decided  to  move  accounting 
services  off-site,  but  Putnam  declined  and 
instead  accepted  a  promotion  to  opera- 
tions manager  at  the  mall. 

"At  that  point  I  was  only  familiar  with 
the  budget,  the  spending.  What  I  inherited 
was  managing  janitors,  electricians;  I'd  go 
out  for  bids.  I'd  had  some  exposure  to  all  of 
that,  but  this  was  different,"  Putnam  says. 

After  more  than  six  years  in  the  posi- 
tion, Putnam  was  intimately  acquainted 
with  every  aspect  of  running  the  facili- 
ty—from property  management  to  public 
relations  to  finance-and  stepped  into  the 
acting  general  manager  role  on  and  off 
for  several  years.  When  the  mall  was 
purchased  by  Mountain  Development 
Corporation  in  1998,  Putnam  was  officially 
offered  the  general  manager  position. 
Today  she  is  marking  her  10th  year  as  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  mall-and  manages 
another  mall  owned  by  Mountain 
Development  in  Buffalo,  NY,  as  well. 
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to  commemorate  the  40th  anniversary  of  the  boulder's  arrival 
at  the  College.  The  Rock  was  deposited  here  as  a  senior  prank 
and  has  been  a  message  board  and  a  campus  icon  ever  since. 
"I  get  goose  bumps  when  I  see  The  Rock,"  reminisced  Karl 
Jurgen  '68  (left),  one  of  the  main  perpetrators  of  the  caper. 
"It  brings  back  memories  of  zany  times." 


Iff  By  Brian  Fitzgerald  « 

Homecoming 

-2008- 


More  than  700  alumni  and  their  guests 
enjoyed  the  bright  autumn  sun — along  with 
a  plethora  of  activities — during  Homecoming 
2008,  as  attendees  reunited  for  a  memorable 
weekend  of  catching  up  with  old  friends. 

The  College  hosted  visitors  from  around 
the  country,  coming  from  Florida,  Arizona, 
California,  New  England,  Maryland,  Ohio,  New 
Jersey,  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Texas, 
and  New  York.  Many  of 
them  saw  the  unveiling 
of  the  Golden  Bear's  new 
costume  during  halftime 
activities  at  the  football 
game.  The  costume  was 
funded  in  part  by  a  $2,500 
grant  from  the  Alumni 
Association. 
New  at  Homecoming 
this  year  was  a  bull-riding  simulator  for  all 
those  brave  enough  to  get  in  the  saddle  and 
a  raffle  drawing  for  those  who  preregistered. 

Highlights  included  reunions  for  the  Class 
of  1968  and  the  Class  of  1988. 

Some  marveled  at  how  quickly  time  seemed 
to  fly  by.  "It  doesn't  seem  like  20  years,"  said 
Kathy  DeBoul  '88.  Classmate  Marilyn  Gorman 
Fil  '88  has  attended  countless  Homecoming 
Weekends — ever  since  she  was  a  child — 
because  her  father,  Phil  Gorman  '80,  electrical 
lab  supervisor  in  the  School  of  Engineering,  also 

Continued  on  page  18 


and  a  Record 
Alumni  Turnout 

on  Campus 


16 


Communicator      Winter  2009 


Ryan  Kravontka  '08,  show- 
ing off  the  digital  camera  he 
won  in  the  raffle  drawing, 
with  Scott  Chamberlin  '05. 


■ 


Golden  Graduates,  front  row  (L-R):  Ruth  Seldin,  Peg  Brown,  Charles  Frueh  '41/H'OI, 
Sandra  Johnson,  and  Francis  Johnson  '59/G'61.  Back  row:  Oscar  Seldin  '41/H'01, 
Irl  Brown  '57,  Tad  Buczkowski  '56,  and  George  Robinson  '47/H'01,  President  Anthony 
S.  Caprio,  George  Moriarty  '56,  and  Frank  Guimond  '58/'61. 


A, 


3t£ 


*  f 


(L-R)  Meredith  Pacelli  'nn  a 

Associate  Dean  Mar  y X^T^  '°8'  Sch°0'  °'  Business 
^"aSigona  '08.      "      '°S''  and  2007  Sk^kum  Award  recent 


MR 


-2L 


■ 


(L-R)  Rhond  Byrd,  Sonia  Maldonado  '04,  recipient  of  last  year's 
Alumni  Association  Special  Projects  Award,  President  Anthony 
S.  Caprio,  Two-year  Alumni  Trustee  Christopher  Service  '99, 
and  his  fiancee  Caroline  Park. 


Homecoming  2008 

graduated  from  the  College.  "I  grew  up  with  the 
College,"  she  said.  Her  brothers,  Paul  Gorman  '89 
and  Kevin  Gorman  '91,  are  also  alumni. 

Homecoming  Weekend  also  included  a  hypnotist 
performance,  a  concert  by  the  country  band 
Emerson  Drive,  music  from  WNEK-FM,  children's 
activities,  a  hill  slate  of  athletic  contests,  tours  of 
campus,  food  and  hospitality  tents,  and  various 
reunions,  such  as  the  Golden  Graduates,  the 
School  of  Engineering,  the  School  of  Business, 
the  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  U&ME 
(United  and  Mutually 
Equal). 

On  Friday  night 
the  Skookum  Awards 
Dinner  took  place, 
recognizing  student 
exceDence  in  cocur- 
ricular  activities,  ath- 
letics, volunteer 
work,  and  communi- 
ty service.  U&ME 
held  its  Reunion  and 
Dinner  Dance  on 
Saturday  night  and  a  brunch  on  Sunday. 

Alumni  from  the  football,  baseball,  men's  soc- 
cer, and  women's  soccer  teams  also  reunited  with 
scrimmage  games  and  other  events.  'It  was  great 
to  see  all  the  players,"  said  former  women's  soccer 
player  Kate  Farry  '02/G'04  after  her  alumni  game. 
"What  I  like  about  Homecoming  is  that  you  get  to 
see  the  people  you  don't  see  too  often  any  more. 
After  you  graduate,  you  get  a  job,  you  have  kids, 
and  life  gets  busy.  This  weekend  gives  us  a  chance 
to  reconnect" 


From  the  Class  of  2006:  Jeff  Stinwood,  Nathan  Schwartz, 
Alyson  Squires,  Curtis  Jones,  Vito  Genova,  Courtney  Taylor, 
Jill  Donovan,  Matt  Antonio,  and  Michelle  Sanchez. 
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Hanging  out  with  Golden  Bear  are  (L-R)  John  Drost  '88/L91;  Amy  Lewis 
'88/G'88,  Trustee  and  former  Alumni  Association  president;  Sarah  (Sweet) 
McCarthy  '88,  Ray  McCarthy  '86,  and  Keith  Kinsella  '88. 


by  Brendan  Payne 


Athletic  Reunions 

Add  Camaraderie  to  Homecoming 


Baseball  Alumni  Bring  Clout  to  Festivities 


One  of  the  most  successful 
Western  New  England  College 
athletic  programs  in  the  past 
decade  brought  18  former 
players  back  to  campus  for  an 
impromptu  alumni  game  dur- 
ing Homecoming  Weekend. 
Head  Coach  Matt  LaBranche 
summoned  many  of  the  base- 
ball team's  distinguished 
recent  graduates  to  the 
George  E.  Trelease  Memorial 
Baseball  Park  for  an  intra- 
alumni  matchup. 

"I  preach  to  my  guys  when 
they  play  for  me,  when  it's  all 
said  and  done,  its  not  about 
the  wins  and  loses,  its  about 
the  relationships  you  form  and 
the  fact  that  you're  going  to  be 
friends  with  these  people  for 
life,"  explained  LaBranche. 
"These  kinds  of  events  give  us 
an  opportunity  to  maintain 
those  relationships." 


The  Golden  Bears  have 
enjoyed  unprecedented  suc- 
cess during  LaBranche's  10- 
year  run  at  the  helm,  appear- 
ing five  times  in  the  NCAA 
Division  III  Tournament  and 
capturing  five  conference 
titles,  while  playing  at  one  of 
the  best  facilities  in  New 
England. 

"The  success  of  any  organiza- 
tion is  built  upon  small  contri- 
butions that  people  make  over 
a  long  period  of  time,"  said 
LaBranche.  "Every  year  we 
set  new  goals  for  our  team 
and  we  are  focused  on  being 
in  the  present,  but  we  are  also 
mindful  that  each  season  con- 
tributes to  a  greater  tradition. 

"Most  important,  it's  about  the 
relationships  and  the  shared 
experience,  however,  the  win- 
ning provides  the  opportunity 
to  have  more  of  those  experi- 
ences." 


Women's  Soccer 
Team  Coach  Ron  Dias 
Heads  to  the  Hall 

Homecoming  Weekend  was 
especially  memorable  for  the 
women's  soccer  program  as 
Head  Coach  Ron  Dias  was 
inducted  into  the  Downes  Athletic 
Hall  of  Fame  to  highlight  the 
annual  Alumni  Reunion. 

"As  I  said  at  the  Induction  cere- 
mony, it  wasn't  me  who  got  me 
here  tonight,  it  was 
the  student-athletes 
I  had  in  the  pro- 
gram over  the 
years,"  said  Dias. 
"We've  been  suc- 
cessful because 
we've  had  very 
good  athletes."         Ron  Dias 

Dias  welcomed  back  over 
20  former  players  who  took  part 
in  a  Homecoming  Match  and 
Reunion  on  September  20.  The 
current  squad  was  on  hand  to 
watch  the  former  players  take 
Suprenant  Field  one  more  time. 

"Our  current  team  gets  to  see 
the  alumni  who  have  been  suc- 
cessful, who  now  have  families 
and  kids  of  their  own  and 
they're  still  connected  to 
Western  New  England  College," 
said  Dias. 

The  former  players  then 
watched  the  current  team  shut 
out  Anna  Maria  College,  3-0,  in 
an  important  conference  match. 
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Looking  to  Transition 
into  a  Career  in  Teaching? 

NewTIMELI*  Program  Responds  to  Growing 
Demand  for  Secondary  Teacher  Certification 

By  Mary  McLean  Orszulak 


WHETHER  JUST  A  FEW  YEARS  OUT  OF 
college  or  often  at  the  end  of  one 
successful  career,  a  growing  number 
of  professionals — from  accountants  to  marketing 
specialists — are  realizing  that  it  is  the  teaching 
and  mentoring  aspects  of  their  jobs  that  are  most 
rewarding  and  make  the  decision  to  teach  full-time. 


Graduate  Programs  for  Teacher  Offers  Excellent  Value 


Committed  to  excellence  in  teaching  and  to  the 
continuing  education  of  our  nation's  teachers. 
Western  New  England  College  offers  graduate 
programs  for  teachers  at  a  great  value  for  a 
private  education.  In  fact,  you'll  find  our  tuition 
rates  extremely  competitive  with  those  of  public 
colleges  and  universities. 

Part-time  programs  are  offered  in  Elementary 
Education,  English,  and  Mathematics.  They  are 
designed  to  accommodate  the  schedules  and 
needs  of  working  teachers  and  those  seeking  a 
career  change  into  teaching.  Through  accelerat- 
ed courses,  students  can  typically  complete  their 
graduate  degrees  in  two  years.  These  highly 
affordable  programs  offer  small  classes  taught 
by  our  superb  faculty  who  will  help  educators 
take  their  teaching  skills  to  the  next  level. 

Master's  Degree  Programs  for  Teachers 

•  Outstanding  faculty 

•  Four  1 1-week  terms  per  year 

•  Affordable  tuition 

•  Schedule  convenient  for  working  teachers 

For  details  or  to  apply,  visit 
www.wnec.edu/graduatestudies, 
call  413-782-1249, 
or  email  study@wnec.edu. 


But  transitioning  into  teaching  requires  certification 
in  addition  to  the  bachelor's  degree  these  individuals 
already  hold.  To  meet  this  demand.  Western  New 
England  College  has  partnered  with  The  Teacher's 
Loft  of  Holyoke,  MA,  to  offer  a  part-time  Post- 
Baccalaureate  Alternative  Route  Licensure  Program 
for  those  interested  in  becoming  a  licensed  secondary 
teacher  in  Massachusetts.  The  Teachers'  Loft  is  a 
nonprofit  educational  organization  that  serves  as  an 
educational  resource  for  PreK-12 
teachers  in  western  Massachusetts. 

The  TIMELI*  (Teacher  Induction, 
Mentoring,  Empowerment,  and 
Leadership  Initiative)  program 
prepares  graduates  for  initial 
Massachusetts  licensure  in  secondary 
education  in  the  following  content 
areas:  Biology,  Chemistry,  English, 
History,  Mathematics,  and  Political 
Science.  The  part-time  program  takes 
up  to  two  academic  years  to  complete. 
Courses  are  offered  one  weekday 
evening,  for  approximately  two  and 
half  hours,  for  eleven  weeks  during 
the  fall,  winter,  and  spring  at  The 
Teachers'  Loft,  with  occasional  class 
sessions  at  Western  New  England 
College.  Classroom  learning  is  also 
supplemented  by  online  study. 

You  can  learn  more  about  the 
TIMELI  Program  by  visiting 
www.wnec.edu/timeli. 

To  request  an  application  for 
admission,  please  contact  the 
Admissions  Office  at  Western  New 
England  College  at  413-782-1517  or 
study@Hvnec.edu.  ■ 

*  Pending  required  approvals 
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by  Brendan  Payne 


Conference  Expands  Thinking  on  the  Environment  and  the  Economy 


How  can  entrepreneurs  make  money  by  being  both 
environmentally  friendly  and  socially  conscious? 

This  question  was  among  many  addressed  at 
the  Third  Annual  Interdisciplinary  Conference  on 
Entrepreneurship  in  a  Global  Economy.  The  event, 
sponsored  by  the  College's  Law  and  Business  Center 
for  Advancing  Entrepreneurship,  brought  dozens 
of  business  leaders  and  scholars  to  the  Blake  Law 
Center.  The  daylong  symposium  featured  four  panel 
discussions  and  a  keynote  speaker  address  from 
Dean  Cycon,  owner  of  Dean's  Beans  Organic  Coffee. 


Keynote  Speaker  and  fair  trade  activist  Dean  Cycon  shared 
his  experiences  working  for  the  rights  of  indigenous  people. 


The  day  opened  with  a  discussion 
on  Environmental  Issues  and 
Entrepreneurship.  Panel  members 
explored  how  it  pays  for  entrepreneurs 
to  go  green. 

"Community  driven  development  and 
environmental  justice  have  the  same 
basic  goals,"  said  Brian  Glick,  clinical 
associate  professor  of  law  at  Fordham 
Law  School.  "Those  goals  include 
enhancing  the  health,  safety,  and  wel- 
fare of  the  residents  of  the  impacted 
communities;  empowering  those  resi- 
dents to  gain  greater  control  of  the  use 
of  the  land  in  their  own  neighborhoods; 
and  enabling  the  residents  of  those 
communities  to  gain  a  fair  share  of 
what  would  hopefully  be  the  thousands 
of  new  jobs  opening. 

"What  also  needs  to  be  addressed  are 
the  millions  of  dollars  in  new  business 
contracts  needed  for  cleaning  up  the 
waste  dumps  and  pollution  sources 
disproportionately  concentrated  in  those 
communities,  and  for  the  huge  societal 
response  we  need  to  deal  with  climate 
change,"  said  Glick. 

Experts  from  Youngstown  State, 
Western  New  England  College,  UMass 
Boston,  and  the  Center  for  Immigration 
Studies  discussed  Globalization  and 
Entrepreneurship  during  the  morning's 
second  panel. 

Fair  trade  activist  Dean  Cycon  captivated 
the  audience  gathered  for  his  keynote 
address  at  the  conference  luncheon.  Mr. 
Cycon,  who  has  spent  years  working  for 
the  rights  of  indigenous  people,  shared 
some  of  his  experiences  with  the  confer- 
ence attendees,  including  times  when  it 


looked  like  machetes  were  going  to  be 
pulled  out  in  Latin  America  when  he  told 
the  coffee  farmers  for  the  first  time,  the 
price  that  Dean's  Beans  charges  for 
coffee  and  what  Starbucks  charges  for 
coffee — which  is  almost  twice  as  much — 
and  Starbucks'  is  not  fair  trade.  "When 
I  describe  that  to  the  cooperatives,  to 
people  who  don't  know  how  to  read  and 
write,  who  basically  deliver  their  coffee 
and  are  done  with  it,  they  flip.  'You  mean 
we  get  two  cents  a  pound  for  this  stuff 
and  Starbucks  is  selling  it  for  15  bucks?'" 

The  afternoon  panels  opened  with  the 
topic  of  Finance  and  Entrepreneurship, 

where  one  of  the  main  topics  of  conver- 
sation was  the  cur- 
rent financial  crisis. 


Ellen  Harnick 


"The  very  sad  fact 
about  subprime 
loans  is  that  most 
of  the  borrowers  that 
received  those  loans 
qualified  for  30  year 
fixed  rate  loans,  often 
at  a  lower  price  than 
the  introductory  price  on  the  loan  they 
got,"  said  Attorney  Ellen  Harnick,  who 
serves  as  senior  policy  counsel  for  the 
Center  for  Responsible  Lending.  "That 
means  that  if  a  lot  of  the  people  who 
are  losing  their  homes  had  gotten  the 
loan  they  qualified  for,  they'd  be  in  that 
home  today." 

The  day  concluded  with  a  conversation 
on  Politics  and  Entrepreneurship  with 
experts  from  the  U.S.  Small  Business 
Administration,  Western  New  England 
College  School  of  Law,  the  University  of 
Missouri-Kansas  City  School  of  Law, 
and  Suffolk  Law  School.  ■ 
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Law  and  Business  Center 
2009  Events 


BUSINESS  OF  LAWYERING  SEMINAR 

S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center, 
Western  New  England  College 
Feb.  27 

THIRD  ANNUAL  "HOW  TO" 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP  INSTITUTE 

S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center,  Room  D, 
Western  New  England  College 
Keynote:  Beverly  Holmes 
Mar.  27 

SPEAKER  SERIES 

S.  Prestley  Blake  Law  Center  Lobby, 
Western  New  England  College 

Apr.  14  Dorothy  Bridges,  President  and 
CEO,  City  First  Bank,  Washington,  DC 

EXTREME  BUSINESS  MAKEOVERS 

TD  Banknorth  Community  Conference 
Room,  1441  Main  Street,  Springfield,  MA 

June  4    Jelupa  Theatre  Company,  Inc. 

INFORMATION  SESSIONS 

Scibelli  Enterprise  Center  Building, 
SEC  Training  Room,  One  Federal  Street, 
Springfield,  MA 

Feb.  12    Getting  the  Help  You  Need- 
Employees,  Independent  Contractors 

Mar.  13  Registering,  Permitting,  and 
Licensing 

Apr.  7    Understanding  and  Evaluating 
the  Risks  and  the  Liabilities  of  a 
Consulting  Practice 

www.law.wnec.edu/lawandbusiness 


Staff  Spotlight 


Richard  DiRuzza,  Vice  President  for 
Student  Affairs  and  Dean  of  Students 


N  MAY  4, 1970,  OHIO  NATIVE  RICK  DIRUZZA  WAS 
a  recent  graduate  of  Kent  State  University  considering 
a  master's  degree  in  psychology  or  sociology  and  waiting 
for  orders  to  be  activated  into  the  National  Guard.  The 
events  of  that  day  would  change  the  course  of  his  life. 
The  Kent  State  tragedy  left  four  students  dead  and  nine 
wounded  and  led  to  the  only  nationwide  student  strike  in 
U.S.  history.  Rick  determined  he  would  do  all  he  could  to  serve 
college  students  amid  America's  most  turbulent  times  in  higher 
education.  "With  the  Kent  State  shootings,  I  saw  the  need 
for  student  affairs  people  really  to  have  been  there,  but  they 
weren't.  I  thought,  'if  I  were  working  in  student  affairs,  I  would 
have  been  there.' 

"I've  never  looked  back  after  I  made  a  very  quick  decision 
that  day.  I  wanted  to  work  in  student  personnel  because  I  realized 
I  wanted  to  work  with  people,  particularly  students,  not  just  study 
about  them." 

Rick  later  returned  to  Kent  State  to  earn  both  his  master's  and 
doctoral  degrees  before  launching  a  career  in  higher  education 
at  Raldwin-Wallace  College,  where  he  became  associate  dean  of 
students.  He  went  on  to  serve  as  dean  of  students  at  Penn  State's 
Reaver  campus,  and  as  vice  president  and  dean  of  students  at 
Wagner  College  before  arming  at  Western  New  England  College 
in  1991.  He  joined  the  Western  New  England  College  administra- 
tion as  dean  of  students  and  was  made  dean  of  student  affairs 
with  the  retirement  of  Dean  Andrew  Mulcahy.  In  May  2009,  he 
will  retire  from  the  post  he  has  held  for  10  years  as  vice  president 
for  student  affairs  and  dean  of  students. 

"Dr.  DiRuzza  has  been  a  role  model,  mentor,  and  friend  to 
hundreds  of  students  at  the  College  over  the  course  of  his  18 
years  of  dedicated  service,"  says  College  President  Anthony  S. 
Caprio.  "Rick's  positive  attitude,  cheerful  demeanor,  and  caring 
nature  have  made  him  a  very  effective  chief  student  affairs  officer 
of  the  College.  He  has  loved  his  work  here,  and  he  has  loved  the 
students  for  whom  he  has  been  a  great  advocate.  All  of  Rick's 
colleagues,  and  I.  are  so  grateful  to  have  had  the  opportunity 
and  pleasure  of  working  closely  with  him." 
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Defining  "Student-Centered" 

Rick  will  be  hanging  up  not  just  one  hat, 
but  more  hats  than  most  administrators 
on  campus.  Rick  oversees  a  multitude  of 
departments  and  offices  ranging  from 
Athletics  to  Residence  Life,  Diversity 
Services  to  Campus  Ministry,  and  above 
all  Student  Life  programs.  More  than  a 
dozen  administrators  and  directors  report 
to  him,  and  his  responsibilities  range  from 
oversight  of  the  Drug  and  Alcohol  Abuse 
prevention  program  to  shepherding  the 
Learning  Beyond  the  Classroom  program. 
His  days  are  long  and  often  challenging, 
but  he  has  never  regretted  his  decision  to 
make  serving  students  his  central  focus. 

"Every  single  day  is  different,"  Rick  says. 
"It's  a  job  you  don't  just  come  to  nine  to 
five;  it's  a  job  you  live  24/7.  If  you  didn't  love 
it,  I  don't  think  you  could  do  it,  at  least  not 
very  well.  So  I  continue  to  love  it,  and  I've 
reconciled  with  the  fact  that  I'm  going  to 
miss  it  very  much.  I  will  especially  miss 
my  colleagues;  they're  like  a  part  of  my 
extended  family." 

That  extended  family  is  centered  on  the 
students  Rick  has  dedicated  his  career  to 
serving.  Beyond  his  "official"  responsibilities, 
Rick  has  made  a  commitment  to  being  pres- 
ent in  the  lives  of  his  students  outside  of  the 
classroom.  He's  as  much  a  fixture  at  varsity 
games  as  the  Golden  Bear  and  can  be  spot- 
ted in  the  audience  at  concerts,  performanc- 
es, and  other  student  events.  Students  often 
express  gratitude  for  Rick  being  there,  but  he 
sees  it  as  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  parts  of 
his  job. 


"I  think  the  person  in  this  position  really 
is  the  face  of  Student  Affairs,"  says  Rick, 
"When  you're  at  a  game  or  a  CAB  (Campus 
Activities  Board)  event  or  a  concert,  what- 
ever it  is,  you  are  perceived  as  being  sup- 
portive —  that's  why  you  have  to  love  what 
you're  doing.  When  I  go  to  the  game  or 
student  activities  event,  I'm  enjoying  it. 
I  don't  think  you  could  do  that  for  very 
long  if  you're  not  genuine." 

Rick  is  also  there  to  help  students  when 
they  make  missteps.  He  says,  "Not  every 
interaction  is  going  to  be  positive.  We  have 
to  challenge  students  in  terms  of  the  choic- 
es they  make  and  help  them  understand 
that  there  are  consequences  relative  to 
those  choices.  Whether  it's  a  code  of  con- 
duct violation  or  an  academic  or  personal 
decision  —  these  are  all  life  lessons  that 
they  have.  It's  very  rewarding  to  know  that 
you  have  made  a  difference." 

Tom  Wozniak,  assistant  dean  of  students 
and  residence  life,  appreciates  that  genuine 
concern  that  Rick  exhibits.  He  says,  "I  have 
truly  enjoyed  working  with  Dean  DiRuzza, 
for  more  than  half  of  my  career  here. 
Residence  Life  has  grown  and  changed 
significantly,  and  he  has  always  focused 
on  what  is  important  for  the  students,  from 
the  design  of  a  new  building  to  the  content 
of  a  program  or  activity.  You  will  always  see 
him  supporting  the  home  team  or  a  campus 
event,  but  only  a  handful  of  us  know  his 
dedication  behind-the-scenes  to  make  the 
College  even  better  than  it  already  is.  If  he 
could  give  me  one  thing,  I  would  want  his 
patience  and  perseverance.  I  will  miss  him, 
but  know  his  successor  has  a  great  founda- 
tion as  a  result  of  his  many  contributions." 


Dean  DiRuzza  with  members 
of  the  Residence  Life  staff  at 
his  annual  backyard  barbeque. 


Rick  points  to  the  explosive 
growth  in  residential  students  (79 
percent  of  all  undergraduate  stu- 
dents now  live  on  campus,  and  a 
new  residence  complex  is  in  devel- 
opment) as  transforming  the  scope 
and  depth  of  services  his  division 
provides,  but  he  is  most  proud  of 
two  areas  that  have  markedly  enhanced 
the  quality  of  student  life. 

"The  one  that  people  most  often  talk 
about  is  Athletics,  which  started  after  Dr. 
Caprio  came  and  commissioned  the  Walker 
Report  to  assess  the  state  and  future  of  the 
program,"  he  says,  "We  were  able  to  take 
Athletics  from  what  we  called  glorified 
intramurals'  to  what  is  now  a  model  Division 
III  program.  Then  we  began  doing  work  in 
the  area  of  the  Arts,  taking  it  from  what  was 
essentially  a  chorus  of  three  or  four  students 
and  nonexistent  faculty  to  having  several 
vocal  and  instrumental  groups,  theatrical 
productions,  and  a  variety  of  arts  related 
courses.  With  the  generous  donation  of 
Trustee  Donald  Campbell  and  his  wife,  we 
have  just  received  monies  earmarked  for 
specific  programs.  So  that's  a  very  exciting 
area  of  growth." 

But  how  does  one  transition  from  such 
an  exciting  24/7  career  to  life  as  a  retiree? 

"You  only  have  a  finite  amount  of  time 
here  on  earth,  and  I  really  want  to  challenge 
myself  to  find  another  niche,"  offers  Rick. 
"I  also  want  to  do  more  volunteer  work. 
It's  my  turn  to  give  back  because  I've  been 
lucky  enough  to  enjoy  what  I  do  and  get 
paid  to  do  it. 

"In  the  Freshman  Seminar  I  teach,  I 
was  always  fortunate  to  have  exploratory 
students.  I  tell  them  to  find  something  they 
like  to  do  and  find  a  way  to  get  paid  to  do 
it.  I  really  think  that's  the  key  to  college, 
careers,  and  to  life  because  you  spend  the 
majority  of  your  life  working.  Vicariously,  I 
have  been  able  to  find  my  niche  by  helping 
other  people  find  theirs."  ■ 
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CAMPUS  UPDATE  by  beth  barszcz  07 


Elizabeth  Smart  Helps 
Shine  Spotlight  on 
Children's  Safety 

The  second  annual  Possibilities 
Children's  Safety  Symposium 

brought  leading  experts  in  children's  safety 
to  campus  in  conjunction  with  National 
Missing  Children's  Month. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  conference 
on  May  29  and  30  occurred  when  Elizabeth 
Smart,  who  was  abducted  from  her  home 
in  Utah,  and  later  safely  returned  home, 
addressed  the  audience  and  performed  a 
musical  piece  on  the  harp.  More  than  150 
attendees  heard  from  such  guest  speakers 
as  Wendy  Murphy,  founder  and  director  of 
Victim  Advocacy  and  Research  Group,  and 
J.  Robert  Flores,  chief  administrator  for  the 
Office  of  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency 
Prevention  (OJJDP). 

The  third  annual  Possibilities  Children's  Safety 
Symposium  is  scheduled  for  June  4-5,  2009. 


Social  Workers 
Break  the  Ice 

On  October  17,  the  Social  Work  Program 
hosted  its  inaugural  Massachusetts  Social 
Work  Student  Conference  titled  "Breaking 
the  Ice  and  Making  Connections."  The  day- 
long event  provided  participants  with  an 
opportunity  to  network  with  other  students 
as  well  as  professionals  within  the  social 
work  community.  The  conference  gave 
students  a  better  understanding  of  what 
their  future  will  hold  with  a  degree  in  social 
work  and  helped  to  prepare  them  for  the 
next  step  in  their  education  and  ultimately 
their  career  as  they  graduate  from  college. 

Speakers  included  Associate  Professor 
at  Simmons  College  Graduate  School  of 
Social  Work  Gary  Bailey,  director  of  govern- 
ment relations  and  political  action  for  the 
National  Association  of  Social  Workers 
Rebeca  Gewirtz,  and  a  panel  that  included 
Denise  Cogman  '93,  Melissa  Grenier  '04, 
and  Annette  Santiago  '04,  who  are  all 
Western  New  England  College  alumni. 


Gary  Bailey 


A 


Rebeca  Gewirtz 


■ 


Mortar  Board  Honors  Society 
Receives  National  Recognition 

Western  New  England  College's  Pynchon  chapter  of 
Mortar  Board,  a  national  honor  society  that  recognizes 
college  seniors  for  leadership,  scholarship,  and  service, 
has  been  awarded  the  Silver  Torch  Award. 

The  Silver  Torch  Award  is  an  honor  given  to  chapters 
that  execute  timeliness  and  dedication  while  exemplify- 
ing the  ideals  of  scholarship,  leadership,  and  service. 
The  award  was  accepted  by  Chapter  President  Amanda  Aceto  '09  during  the  2008 
Mortar  Board  National  Conference  held  this  summer  in  Columbus,  OH. 


Campus  Expansion: 

New  Residence  Complex  Underway 

With  plans  for  the  School  of  Pharmacy  in  full  swing,  preparations 
have  begun  for  additional  student  housing.  Ground  clearing  for 
a  brand  new  residence  complex  building  started  over  the 
summer.  The  construction  is  slated  to  be  completed  by  2010. 
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April-October  '08 


Olympian  Bob  Beamon  Offers  Business 
Lessons  to  a  Standing-Room-Only  Crowd 


Olympian  Bob  Beamon  and  Curt 
Hamakawa  L'84,  director  of  the  Center 
for  International  Sport  Business 


The  Center  for  International  Sport  Business  Speaker 
Series  hosted  Bob  Beamon,  the  Olympic  record  holder 
in  the  long  jump,  for  his  inspirational  discussion  "For  the 
Love  of  the  Games:  Business  Lessons  of  an  International 
Sport  Icon."  During  the  1968  Olympics  in  Mexico  City, 
Beaman  jumped  29  feet,  2  Yi  inches,  which  shattered  the 
world  record  held  before  by  an  increase  of  21  %  inches. 

A  motivational  speaker,  Beamon's  talk  took  a  closer 
look  at  how  he  got  to  where  he  is  today.  After  a  troubled 
youth,  he  turned  to  track  and  field  at  the  age  of  1 5  and 
the  rest  is  Olympic  history. 

The  Center  for  International  Sport  Business  was  created 
in  2007  and  has  hosted  various  legendary  sports  figures 
in  the  past  including  Dick  Pound,  chairman  of  the  World 
Anti-Doping  Agency,  and  Ron  Froehlich,  president  of  the 
International  World  Games  Association. 


College  Hosts  Prestigious 
Psychology  Conferences 


The  Western  New  England  College  campus 
hosted  a  two-day  conference  for  the  Northeast 
Conference  for  Teachers  of  Psychology  (NECTOP) 
and  the  New  England  Psychological  Association 
(NEPA)  from  October  24-25. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  conference,  NECTOP  brought 
approximately  100  participants  from  community 
colleges,  colleges,  universities,  and  high  schools 
to  Western  New  England  College  to  discuss  the  most 
effective  methods  of  instruction  in  psychology.  Keynote 
speakers  included  Dr.  William  Buskist  of  Auburn 
University,  who  discussed  "Becoming  an  Excellent 
Teacher:  The  Seven  Keys  to  Mastery,"  and  Dr.  Wayne 
Weiten  of  the  University  of  Nevada,  who  delivered  his 
lecture  "Pragmatics  of  Textbooks:  Why  They  Are  the 
Way  They  Are." 

The  following  day,  NEPA  brought  more  than  250  people 
from  all  over  New  England  to  campus  for  its  48th  Annual 
Meeting.  The  conferences  were  coordinated  by 
Associate  Professor  of  Psychology  Chris  Hakala. 


Clason  Speaker  Series 
Celebrates  20th  Anniversary     ^  ^ 


The  School  of  Law's  Clason  Speaker 
Series  recently  marked  two  decades  of 
inciteful  and  lively  discussion  on  current 
legal  issues.  Named  after  Charles  R. 
Clason,  a  member  of  the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives  who  served  as  Dean  of 
the  School  of  Law  from  1954  to  1970,  the 
Clason  Speaker  Series  was  designed  to 
enhance  the  academic  environment  at 
Western  New  England  College  School  of 
Law,  by  providing  a  venue  for  legal  experts 
to  present  lectures  on  current  legal  topics 
to  the  campus  community. 

Fall  semester  speakers  included  Michael 
Ratner,  president  of  the  Center  for 
Constitutional  Rights;  David  Hall,  professor 
at  Northeastern  University;  and  Stephanie 
Robinson,  president  and  CEO  of  the 
Jamestown  Project. 


David  Hall 


Stephanie  Robinson 


www.wnec.edu/alumni 
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Western  New  England 
College  Coaches  Speak 
Out 

"We  have  tremendous 
respect  for  the  insti- 
tutions, programs, 
and  soccer  teams  in 
our  new  conference," 
said  Men's  Soccer 
Coach  Erin  Sullivan 
G'06.  "There  is  an  obvious  emphasis 
on  professionalism,  respect,  and  a 
high  standard  of  competition.  I 
believe  the  quality  of  coaching  and 
the  camaraderie  among  TCCC  col- 
leagues is  absolutely  tremendous." 

Softball  coach  Lori  Mayhew  '95 
added  that,  "The 
biggest  difference 
we  saw  last  year  in 
the  conference  was 
that  the  competition 
day  in  and  day  out     r  \ 
was  more  competitive  than  in  the 
GNAC.  We  needed  to  prepare  for 
whomever  we  played." 


Golden  Bears  make 
immediate  impact 
in  new  conference 

There  was  a  lot  of  excitement  when  Western 
New  England  College  decided  to  join  The 
Commonwealth  Coast  Conference  (TCCC) 
after  several  years  of  competing  in  the 
Great  Northeast  Athletic  Conference  (GNAC). 


The  Golden  Bears  met  the  challenge 
in  successful  fashion  as  all  12  of  its 
teams  qualified  for  postseason  conference 
tournaments  during  the  2007-08  season 
with  baseball,  men's  lacrosse,  and  men's 
soccer  capturing  TCCC  titles  to  advance 
to  their  respective  NCAA  Division  in 
Championships. 

Overall,  the  Golden  Bears  compiled 
a  115-36-2  record  for  a  76.1  winning 
percentage  against  their  conference  oppo- 
nents during  regular  season  competition 
(see  list  at  right). 


Erin  Sullivan  G'06  (men's  soccer)  and 
Ron  Dias  (women's  soccer)  were  voted 
TCCC  Coaches-of-the-Year. 

Sixty  Western  New  England  College 
student-athletes  were  voted  All-Conference 
and  five  received  Player-of-the-Year  recogni- 
tion. They  were  seniors  Asif  Abdul- Wadud 
(Springfield,  MA),  men's  basketball  (defen- 
sive); Jen  Dabrowski  '08  (Plainville,  CT), 
women's  basketball;  and  Meredith  Hughes 
'08  (Springfield,  MA),  women's  tennis,  along 
with  junior  Laura  Bower  (Hudson,  MA); 
softball  (pitcher);  and  freshman  Nicole  Poli 


Player-of-the-Year 

recognition  was  awarded 
to  seniors  Asif  Abdul-Wadud 
(Springfield,  MA),  men's 
basketball  (defensive);  Jen 
Dabrowski  '08  (Plainville,  CT), 
women's  basketball;  and 
Meredith  Hughes  '08  (Springfield, 
MA)  women's  tennis,  along  with 
junior  Laura  Bower  (Hudson, 
MA);  softball  (pitcher);  and 
freshman  Nicole  Poli  (Medfield, 
MA),  women's  lacrosse 
(defensive). 

Poli  had  the  distinction  of  earn- 
ing AII-TCCC  honors  in  lacrosse 
(first  team)  and  soccer  (second 


Asif  Abdul-Wadud  '08  Laura  Bower  '10 
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By  Ken  Cerino 


TCCC  Facts 


(Medfield,  MA),  women's  lacrosse  (defensive). 

Poli  had  the  distinction  of  earning  All- 
TCCC  honors  in  lacrosse  (first  team)  and 
soccer  (second  team). 

Western  New  England  College  had  36 
individuals  make  the  grade  (3.5  or  better 
grade-point-average)  on  the  All-TCCC 
Academic  Team. 

Five  student-athletes  were  selected 
TCCC  Senior  Scholar-Athletes-of-the-Year: 
Stephanie  Bibbo  '08  (Millville,  MA), 
women's  soccer  (Sport  Management); 
Travis  Brown  (Chapel  Hill,  NC),  men's 
lacrosse  (Finance);  Tiffany  DeRosa  '08 
(Hamden,  CT),  women's  basketball 
(Education/Psychology);  Meredith 
Hughes  '08  (Springfield,  MA),  women's 
tennis  (Education/Psychology);  and 
Allison  Glassick  '08  (Newport,  RI), 
softball  (Criminal  Justice). 

Named  TCCC  Rookies-of-the-Year  were 
freshmen  Taryn  Belowsky  (New  Haven,  CT), 
women's  basketball;  Trish  Breault  (Millville, 
MA),  softball;  Joe  O'Keefe  (Branford,  CT), 
men's  lacrosse;  and  Heather  Mortell 
(Webster,  MA),  women's  soccer. 

The  Golden  Bears  competed  in  one- 
day  TCCC  championships  in  men  and 
women's  cross  country,  men's  golf,  and 
women's  swimming. 


"The  Commonwealth  Coast  Conference  is 
a  very  competitive  NCAA  Division  III  athlet- 
ic conference,"  said  Western  New  England 
College  Director  of  Athletics  Mike  Theulen. 
"It  seems  like  each  contest  is  a  hard-fought, 
highly  competitive  event.  We  have  also  been 
very  impressed  by  the  overall  sportsmanship 
exhibited  by  players  and  coaches  alike.  This 
Conference  has  been  everything  that  we  had 
hoped  it  would  be  and  even  more.  Successes 
and  championships  earned  here  are  true 
achievements!" 

Western  New  England  College  is  also 
a  member  of  the  New  England  Football 
Conference  (NEFC),  the  Eastern  College 
Athletic  Conference  (ECAC)  Northeast  in 
men's  hockey,  and  the  New  England 
Wrestling  Association  (NEWA). 

During  the  2007-08  season,  Western  New 
England  College  posted  an  overall  224-148-7 
record  for  a  60.0  winning  percentage. 
Counting  tournaments,  the  Golden  Bears 
participated  in  a  total  of  412  events. 

Eleven  squads  had  winning  campaigns 
with  women's  volleyball  (22)  and  women's 
lacrosse  (17)  establishing  records  for  wins. 

Western  New  England  College's  women's 
lacrosse  team  also  captured  the  program's 
first-ever  ECAC  Division  III  New  England 
Tournament  title.  ■ 
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STUDENT  SPOTLIGHT:  KRISHNA  COSSAR  09 


Sport  Management  Major  Kicks  Off 
Career  at  Gillette  Stadium    Bypath cagnon 


KRISHNA  COSSAR,  a  Sport  Man- 
agement major  at  Western  New 
England  College,  is  enjoying  the 
best  of  both  worlds:  her  dream 
job  at  a  location  she  calls  her 
favorite  place.  "I  still  get  chills  every  time 
I  walk  into  Gillette  Stadium,"  she  says. 

Born  and  raised  in  Gorham,  ME,  Kristina 
was  a  cheerleader  in  high  school  for  the 
fall  and  winter  sports  programs.  "I've 
always  been  passionate  about  sport,"  she 
says.  "But  I  remember  in  the  ninth  grade 
my  cousin  explained  the  game  of  football 
to  me.  After  that,  I  was  hooked  on  the 
game  of  football  and  the  New  England 
Patriots." 

Kristina  realized  majoring  in  Sport 
Management  could  combine  a  career  with 
her  passion.  She  researched  schools  and 
saw  Western  New  England  College  had 
something  different  to  offer.  "I  liked  that  the 
Sport  Management  program  was  part  of  the 
School  of  Business.  Some  colleges  align 
Sport  Management  programs  with  recre- 
ation and  physical  education,  but  Western 


New  England  College  emphasized  the  busi- 
ness side  of  the  field.  I  knew  this  would  be 
beneficial,"  says  Kristina. 

Dr.  Sharianne  Walker,  chair  of  the 
Department  of  Sport  Management,  is 
one  of  Kristina's  favorite  professors 
because  she  "is  truly  an  inspiration  for 
women  trying  to  enter  the  sport  industry. 
Her  motto  is  'the  excellence  is  in  the 
details.'  The  sport  industry  is  extremely 
competitive,  and  it's  important  to  stress 
the  details." 

As  part  of  the  College's  Sport  Manage- 
ment program,  Kristina  played  a  role 
in  Midnight  Madness  activities  and  present- 
ed a  marketing  plan  for  a  promotions  night 
to  the  Providence  Bruins.  In  March  2007, 
she  applied  for  a  "quality  control  intern- 
ship" with  Kraft  Sports  Group  through  the 
College's  CareerCenter.  Within  two  weeks 
she  received  a  call  for  an  interview  and 
was  hired.  As  an  intern  at  Gillette  Stadium, 
Kristina  was  responsible  for  testing  the 
various  areas  of  the  game  day  experience, 
from  food  and  beverages  to  parking. 


"I  liken  the  internship  to  that  of  being  a 
secret  shopper,"  she  explains.  "I  worked 
to  make  sure  that  fans  were  receiving  the 
best  service  and  were  having  the  best 
experience  possible.  The  information  that 
I  collected  was  used  by  management  to 
make  any  necessary  changes." 

Last  July,  Kristina  was  hired  part-time  at 
Gillette  Stadium  as  a  Check-in  Supervisor, 
responsible  for  the  check-in  process  of 
game  day  employees,  a  role  that  includes 
monitoring  stadium  safety.  She  works  at 
all  stadium  events,  including  concerts, 
Revolution  soccer  matches,  and  Patriots 
football  games. 

Kristina  will  graduate  in  May  of  2009  and 
is  planning  to  work  towards  a  Master's  in 
Science  in  Sport  Management.  Her  ulti- 
mate goal  is  to  work  in  administration  or 
in  stadium  operations  for  the  Kraft  Sports 
Group.  Getting  into  the  game  has  been  a 
joyful  task  for  Kristina  who  thrives  in  the 
behind-the-scenes  work  that  makes  each 
game  a  memorable  experience  for  her 
fellow  fans.  ■ 
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Planning  for  Retirement 
Benefits:  A  Morning  with 
Natalie  Choate  drew  more  than 
80  attendees  to  Rivers  Memorial 
Hall  on  October  15.  The  seminar 
was  sponsored  by  the  Planned 
Giving  Advisory  Committee  at 
Western  New  England  College. 
Pictured  with  Choate,  a  renowned 
estate  planning  lawyer  and 
author,  are  the  event's  cochairs: 
Michele  Feinstein  L'84  (left)  and 
Hyman  Darling  L'77. 


41st  Annual  Alumni 
Association  Golf 
Tournament 

New  Course,  Lower  Price! 

May  22,  2009 

10:00  a.m.  shotgun  start 

New  course:  Hampden 
Country  Club 

Price:  $115 

($95  for  alumni  '04- '09) 

For  details  contact  Kristina 
Oleksak  at  413-782-1557  or 
at  koleksak@wnec.edu. 
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View  photos  of  alumni  happenings,  including 
Alumni  Association  trips  to  Fenway  Park,  the 
New  York  Alumni  Reception,  and  numerous 
Athletic  Reunions.  Visit  Blast  from  the  Past: 
the  College's  online  photo  archive.  Read  about 
the  latest  alumni  job  information  sessions, 
useful  job-hunting  strategies,  the  expanded 
Alumni-in-Admissions  program,  and  the  latest 
Alumni  Career  Panels,  in  which  alumni  share 
their  experiences  with  students. 


Enjoying  the  7-5  Red  Sox 
come-from-behind  victory 
over  Toronto  on  September 
13  are  (L-R)  Joe  Nobilio  '08, 
Mike  Stewart  '08,  Trustee 
Ed  Lindsay  78,  and  his  son, 
Kyle  Lindsay  '06. 


Alumni  Royalty/Affinity  Programs  Help  Students 

Every  new  alumni  enrollment  in  the  College's 
Liberty  Mutual  Group  Savings  Plan  and  every 
purchase  made  with  the  Western  New  England 
College  Platinum  Plus  MasterCard  Credit  Card  ben- 
efits student  programs  through  Alumni  Association 
grants  to  student  organizations.  To  date,  more  than 
$76,000  in  grants  has  been  awarded,  including  a 
$2,500  grant  to  the  Volunteer  Connection  Center 
for  its  Make  a  Difference  Weekend  in  October: 
pictured  are  students  Ashley  Peterson  (left)  and  Megan  Swanson  helping  run  a  Halloween 
party  at  the  Gray  House,  a  human  service  agency  in  Springfield's  North  End. 

Alumni  can  enjoy  the  convenience  of  paying  Liberty  Mutual  auto,  home,  and  renters  insurance 
premiums  through  electronic  funds  transfer  with  no  down  payment  or  finance  charges. 


www.wnec.edu/alumni 


29 


I 


ALUMNI  NEWS 


Engineering  Mentoring  Program  s  Kick-off  Dinner  a  Success 


SPONSORED  BY  THE  ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION,  The  sixth  annual 
Engineering  Mentoring  Program 
Kick-off  Dinner  on  October  2  brought 
together  50  alumni  and  51  students  at 
Rivers  Memorial  Hall,  giving  engineering 
majors  an  opportunity  to  interact  with 
practicing  engineers  and  to  better  under- 
stand not  only  the  engineering  field,  but 
also  what  to  expect  in  their  studies  over 
the  next  four  years. 

The  Engineering  Mentoring  Program 
is  a  component  of  the  First  Year 
Engineering  Program,  in  which  fresh- 
men begin  to  learn  the  concepts  of 
engineering,  and  are  exposed  to  the 
discipline's  various  branches.  "The 
alumni  mentors  provide  insight  into 
how  engineering  concepts  apply  in 
the  real  world,  and  what  to  expect 
following  graduation,"  says  mentor 
Nick  Hudgik  '85/G'90. 


Mentors  also  benefit  from  the  pro- 
gram, according  to  Hudgik.  "Alumni 
have  the  opportunity  to  find  out 
what's  happening  at  the  School  of 
Engineering  and  reconnect  with  the 
College,  as  well  as  network  with  fellow 
engineering  alumni,"  he  says. 


Contact  Assistant  Dean 
Richard  Grabiec 
at  413-782-1271  to  learn  more 
about  becoming  a  mentor. 


The  2008  Skookum  Award  Winners 

A  Clear  Example  of  Students  Who  Go  the  Extra  Mile 


SUooKum 


On  September  19  during 
Homecoming  Weekend  at 
Rivers  Memorial  Hall,  the 
Alumni  Association  presented 
Skookum  Awards  to  15  graduat- 
ing seniors  who  have  demon- 
strated excellence  in  academics, 
cocurricular  activities,  athletics, 
volunteer  work,  and  community 
service. 

This  year's  award  recipients  are 
from  diverse  backgrounds  and 
were  nominated  by  faculty. 


staff,  and  coaches.  Their  cre- 
dentials were  reviewed  by  the 
Alumni  Association's  Skookum 
team  of  past  award-winners, 
alumni,  faculty,  and  staff. 

President  Anthony  S.  Caprio 
spoke  at  the  ceremony,  as  did 
Alumni  Association  President 
Mat  Nelson  '93.  Award  presen- 
ters were  past  Skookum  Award 
recipients  Chris  Wystepek  '02, 
assistant  director  of  admis- 
sions at  the  College,  and 
Jessica  Vogel  '07. 

Olalaken  Adeoyin  was  present- 
ed with  the  Grand  Skookum 
Award,  the  highest  honor  of 
the  awards.  Better  known  as 
Lincoln,  Adeoyin  is  a  member 
of  Alpha  Lambda  Delta, 
Omicron  Delta  Kappa,  and 
Mortar  Board  honor  societies, 
as  well  as  a  2006  USAA 
National  Collegiate  Minority 
Leadership  Award  Winner,  and 
a  2007  Western  New  England 
College  Student  Life  Award 


Winner.  The  Brockton,  MA, 
native  is  a  member  of  a  pletho- 
ra of  student  organizations. 

The  Skookum  Award  was 
established  in  1989  by  the 


Alumni  Association.  To  read 
biographies  of  all  the  award 
winners,  visit  the  Skookum 
Award  photo  album  on  the 
Alumni  Website  at 
www.wnec.edu/alumni. 


Skookum  Award  Recipients,  back  row  (L-R):  Christopher 
Talbot,  President  Anthony  S.  Caprio,  and  Michael  Ormsby. 
Middle  row:  Sarah  Garner,  Brian  Gaouette,  Michael  Melucci, 
Amanda  Poyant,  and  Brian  Michaud. 

Front  row:  Kellie  Stanchak,  Michael  Murray,  Nicole  Hagerty,  Lila  West, 
Shannon  Rajala,  Olalaken  Adeoyin,  Peter  DiNardo,  and  Kyle  McGuire. 
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At  the  welcome  reception  in  the  Old  Ground  Hotel's  O'Brien  Restaurar 
(L-R):  Sharon  Tortola  '00,  Michele  Laffert  '89,  Catherine  LaFortune  '89/G'98, 
Christine  Pollender  '99,  Mike  Pollender,  and  Bonnie  Morrison. 


■  1 II I  Bw 


to  IRELAND 


Trip 


E  °»y  7  (Thursday) 


Have  you  ever  enjoyed  breakfast 
in  a  castle  while  being  serenaded 
by  a  bagpiper.  Five  Western  New 
England  College  alumni  did  just  that 
on  the  first  day  of  the  Alumni 
Association  trip  to  Ireland  on 
September  26.  The  group,  which 
stayed  in  the  Old  Ground  Hotel  in 
Ennis,  the  capital  of  County  Clare, 
visited  such  places  as  the  historic 
Bunratty  Castle  and  the  beautiful 
Cliffs  of  Moher. 

Read  about  their  voyage  to 
Inishmore,  the  largest  of  the  three 
Aran  Islands,  and  the  Burren 
National  Park,  one  of  Europe's 
most  mysterious  geological  regions. 
Michele  Laffert  '89  authored  a  blog  about 
the  trip,which  ended  on  October  3.  Visit 
the  blog  about  the  trip,  which  includes  video, 
at  http://ireland2008wnec.blogspot.com/. 


Other  Western  New  England 
College  alumni  on  this  journey 
were  Catherine  LaFortune 
'89/G'98,  Christine  Pollender  '99, 
Martin  Schoenemann  '74,  and 
Sharon  Tortola  '00. 


View 
the 
Blog! 


I 


January  25 

Men's  and  Women's 

Basketball  Reunion 

January  29 

Boston  Alumni  Gathering 

February  5 
Washington,  DC 
Alumni  Gathering 

March  1 

Western  New  England 
College  Night  at  the 
Springfield  Falcons 


March  19 

Worcester  Alumni  Gathering 
April  2 

Hartford  Alumni  Gathering 
April  23 

Alumni  Awards  Dinner 
April  24 

Mark  Coffey  Memorial 
Golf  Tournament 


May  22 

Alumni  Golf  Tournament 
Hampden  Country  Club, 
Hampden,  MA 

June  4 

Albany  Alumni  Gathering 

October  2-4 
Homecoming 


www.wnec.edu/alumni 
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{ Sfoii  Connected! 


Class  Notes 

ujujiij.iijnec.edu/dlumni 

Send  your  class  note  to: 

Office  of  Alumni  Relations  •  Western  New  England  College  •  1 21 5  Wilbraham  Road  9 
Springfield,  MA  01119-2684  •  Fax:  413-796-2219  •  Email:  alumwnec@wnec.edu 


1941 


CHARLES  FRUEH  (accounting/H'01)  recently  penned 
a  note  to  Kathy  Pappas  G'98.  director  of  alumni 
relations,  thanking  the  College  for  the  Golden 
Graduates  luncheon  (see  photo  page  17).  which  was 
held  during  Homecoming  Weekend.  "I  just  received 
my  first  computer  for  my  90th  birthday  in  July." 
he  writes.  "I'm  learning  how  to  do  email— but  I'm 
still  depending  on  the  snails  to  bring  this  to  you." 
File  under  "mission  accomplished." 


Charles  Frueh  '41/H'01  at  the  Golden 
Graduates  Luncheon. 


1966 


MICHAEL  P.  COURTEMANCHE  (management)  is 
chairman  of  Weston  Shipping,  a  global  logistics  and 
transportation  company  in  Houston.  In  1993 
Courtemanche  started  his  own  international  freight 
forwarding  company,  shipping  equipment  and 
materials  worldwide  for  major  oil  and  gas  corpora- 
tions. After  15  years,  it  serves  over  40  companies 


with  annual  revenues  exceeding  S10  million,  and  it's 
still  growing.  "None  of  this  would  have  been  possi- 
ble without  my  B.B.A.  degree  I  received  after  travel- 
ing three  nights  a  week  for  five  years  to  Western 
New  England  College.  Courtemanche  writes.  "I 
started  at  the  old  downtown  Springfield  facility  and 
finished  at  the  new  campus  on  Wilbraham  Road.  It 
is  very  satisfying  to  see  the  College  grow." 


1972 


ROBERT  BERRY  (MBA)  has  just  published  a  non- 
fiction  American  history  book  entitled  The  Bright 
Mason:  An  American  Mystery.  The  plot  surrounds 
the  events  following  the  1826  disappearance  of 
Freemason  William  Morgan  in  western  Xew  York 
State.  Morgan  was  set  to  publish  the  secret  rituals 
of  the  fraternity,  and  it  was  rumored  that  he  was 
a  \ictim  of  foul  play.  A  firestorm  of  public  protest 
led  to  the  emergence  of  the  Antimasonry  Party,  the 
first  third-party  to  nominate  a  presidential  candi- 
date. Berry,  a  freelance  journalist,  was  a  correspon- 
dent for  the  State  Journal-Register  in  Springfield. 
IL.  for  10  years.  He  also  taught  in  the  Springfield, 
i\LA,  public  schools  for  eight  years.  For  more 
information  about  the  book,  visit 
http://booklocker.com/books/3615.html. 


LINDA  RAIMONDK  market- 
ing) recently  joined  Meyers 
Brothers  Kalicka.  an 
accounting  firm  in 
Holyoke.  MA.  as  the  direc- 
tor of  human  resources. 
Previously,  she  was  the 
human  resources  manager 
for  Plastipak  Packaging  in 
East  Longmeadow.  MA. 
Raimondi  recently  moved 
to  Enfield.  CT.  and  wel- 
comed her  first  grandchild 
in  April. 


1980 


MERRIL  J.  F0RG0TS0N  (MBA)  has  been  named 
chief  executive  officer  of  BNC  Financial  Group  Inc. 
and  chief  executive  officer  of  The  Bank  of  Fairfield, 
in  Fairfield.  CT.  Before  earning  his  MBA.  Forgotson 
received  a  bachelor's  degree  from  Northeastern 
I'niversity  and  a  law  degree  from  Boston  University. 
Forgotson  began  his  career  at  BarcIaysAmerican/ 
Business  Credit  as  general  counsel  and  then  served 
as  dean  of  the  School  of  Business  at  the  University 
of  Bridgeport.  After  being  named  president.  CEO. 
and  board  chairman  of  Cornerstone  Bancorp  Inc.. 
Forgotson  was  appointed  senior  vice  president  at 
Peoples  Bank.  He  continued  his  career  as  president 
of  CSB  Financial  and  then  served  as  senior  vice 
president  at  Connecticut  Savings  Bank.  Forgotson 
is  an  active  board  member  of  the  Norwalk  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  the  University  of  Bridgeport,  and  the 
Stamford  Symphony  Orchestra. 


1981 


KEVIN  S.  BERARDINO  (psychology)  has  been  named 
managing  director  of  global  sales  at  Enterprise 
Incentive  Software.  He  will  be  based  in  Rochester. 
NT.  Prior  to  joining  EISI.  Berardino  spent  14  years 
in  the  IT  industry  working  for  such  companies  as 
Tri  Delta  Resources  and  Advanced  Computer 
Technologies. 

MARY  ANNE  WIHBEY  ( marketing)  is  a  recognized 
sales  and  management  consultant,  as  well  as  a 
training  specialist  for  Peak  Performance  Solutions,  a 
company  she  started  in  Dallas  in  1994.  Wihbey  was 
a  sales  professional  at  Allianz  Life  of  North  America 
from  1981  to  1991  when  she  became  assistant  vice 
president  of  professional  development.  Since  then 
she  gained  management  experience  and  has  built 
her  reputation  in  marketing,  sales  training,  and 
conducting  successful  seminars  nationwide.  Her 
articles  have  been  featured  in  such  publications  as 
The  Boston  Globe  and  Manager's  Magazine. 
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1982 


MARK  CISSELL  (accounting)  recently  took  over 
as  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Howard  County 
Chamber  of  Commerce  in  Maryland.  He  is  a  public 
accountant  with  the  regional  accounting  and 
consulting  firm  of  Katz,  Abosch,  Windesheim, 
Gershman  &  Freedman.  Cissell  specializes  in 
management  advisory  services,  tax  planning,  and 
offering  general  business  advice  and  assistance 
to  large  medical  groups. 

CHRIS  ILACQUA  (general  business/G'84  MBA)  was 
awarded  a  doctorate  in  business  administration 
from  the  University  of  Phoenix  this  past  spring. 
He  works  for  IBM  as  director  of  product  marketing 
in  the  Information  On  Demand  software  division. 
Ilacqua  lives  in  central  Massachusetts  with  his 
wife  of  21  years,  Pat,  and  their  two  children, 
David  and  Nora. 

STAN  MCDONALD  (management)  has  recently 
received  news  that  his  book,  Supply  Chain 
Management  for  the  Executive,  will  be  published 
by  Wiley  Publications.  McDonald  now  resides  in 
Northville,  MI,  and  is  planning  a  book  tour  through 
his  state.  He  says,  "I  am  especially  proud  that  my 
studies  at  the  College  have  given  me  the  skills  I 
needed  to  write  this  book." 


1983 


JOHN  J.  TURGEON  (accounting)  has  been  named 
president  of  the  Connecticut  Society  of  Certified 
Public  Accountants  for  2008-2009.  He  is  principal 
and  director  of  profession- 
al development  for  Kostin, 
Ruffkess  &  Company  in 
Farmington,  CT.  He 
remains  active  in  The 
Western  New  England 
College  community  as 
a  member  of  both  the 
College's  Accounting 
Advisory  Board  and  the 
Alumni  Association. 


1984 


JOSEPH  A.  BASSANI  (English)  has  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  U.S.  Army's  2nd  Combat  Aviation 
Brigade  in  South  Korea.  His  previous  assignment 
was  chief  of  plans  for  the  U.S.  Northern  Command 
at  Peterson  Air  Force  in  Colorado.  The  Springfield 
native  is  a  senior  Army  aviator  rated  in  Black  Hawk 
and  Apache  helicopters.  Commissioned  in  1984 
out  of  the  ROTC  program  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts,  he  has  a  master's  degree  in  commu- 
nication and  rhetoric  from  the  University  of 
Oklahoma,  and  a  master's  in  strategy  and  joint 
operational  planning  through  the  Joint  Advanced 
Warfighting  School  at  the  National  Defense 
University  in  Washington,  DC. 


1986 


MARTHA  CROSIER  WOOD  (MBA)  recently  retired 
after  two  years  as  president  of  the  Lexington 
League  of  Women  Voters.  Since  moving  from 
Scituate,  MA,  to  Lexington,  MA,  in  1973  with 
husband.  Jim,  she  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
town's  Board  of  Health,  Planning  Board,  and 
Housing  Committee.  Previously,  Wood  spent  most 
of  her  career  as  a  journalist  writing  for  small  news- 
papers and  eventually  such  publications  as  The 
Boston  Globe.  She  also  worked  in  the  public  health 
field  researching  tobacco  control.  Wood  continues 
writing  with  plans  to  complete  one  of  three  family 
histories. 


Brian  Bylicki  82 

Chair,  Department  of  History 
Ludlow  High  School,  Ludlow,  MA 


1987 


JENNIFER  L.  (COOK-HORNUNG)  MORRISON  (market- 
ing) has  joined  the  North  Attleboro,  MA,  public 
schools  as  a  third  grade  teacher.  After  working  in 
the  insurance  and  community  management  fields 
for  16  years,  she  decided  it  was  time  for  a  career 
change.  She  graduated  Summa  Cum  Laude  from 
Lesley  University,  earning  a  master's  degree  in  ele- 
mentary education.  Morrison  currently  resides  in 
North  Attleboro  with  her  husband,  Dave,  and  their 
two  sons,  Neil,  13,  and  Nick,  10.  As  an  active  volun- 
teer for  local  sports  organizations,  Morrison  writes, 
"Along  with  teaching,  I  spend  my  time  cheering  on 
my  boys  at  their  baseball,  football,  and  basketball 
games,  and  supporting  my  husband  as  he  coaches 
many  of  their  teams." 


1988 


LYNN  H.  BIALAKIS  (general  business)  has  recently 
become  an  event  planner  at  Lynn  University  in 
Boca  Raton,  FL.  He  was  previously  director  of  spe- 
cial events  for  the  Greater  Delray  Beach  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  14  years.  "It  is  awesome  to  be  back 
on  a  college  campus,"  Bialakis  writes.  "It  is  definite- 
ly bringing  back  great  memories  of  my  days  on  the 
Western  New  England  College  campus." 

DAVE  IWANICKI  (marketing)  has  been  named  senior 
vice  president  of  commercial  operations  at  EKR 
Therapeutics,  in  Bedminster.  NJ.  Before  joining 
EKR,  he  served  as  vice  president  at  PDL  BioPharma. 
For  15  years,  Iwanicki  worked  at  Eli  Lilly  and 
Company,  where  he  helped  create  a  diabetes  special- 
ty sales  force  of  more  than  510  sales  representatives. 
Iwanicki  has  spent  nearly  15  of  his  20  years  of  phar- 
maceutical experience  in  sales  and  sales  operations. 


1990 

DAN  GLANVILLE  (government  and  law/L'93)  has 
been  appointed  vice  president  of  government 
affairs  for  Comcast's  Connecticut-West  Region,  a 
territory  that  includes  128  communities  throughout 
Connecticut,  western  Massachusetts,  and  New  York 


What  sparked  your  interest  to  teach  history? 

I  had  great  history  teachers  in  high  school  and  a 
fascination  for  why  events  happened  in  the  past. 
Both  Professors  John  Anzalotti  and  Gerhard  Rempel 
at  Western  New  England  College  helped  inspire 
me  to  dig  deeper  into  the  question  of  why  history  is 
so  important.  Their  desire  to  share  and  teach  their 
passion  for  history  was  instrumental  in  my  becom- 
ing a  teacher. 

Young  people  today  have  been  said  to  lack  an  inter- 
est in  history.  Why  do  you  think  that  historic  per- 
spective is  so  important  to  their  overall  education? 

Learning  from  past  mistakes  can  help  prevent  simi- 
lar mistakes  from  happening  in  the  future.  Knowing 
the  past  gives  a  connection  to  ideas  and  people 
that  have  come  before  our  time. 

What  was  the  most  important  class  you  took  at 
Western  New  England  College  and  why? 

My  education  practicum  class  with  Professor 
Richard  Burns  taught  me  techniques  that  I  still  use 
in  the  classroom  today.  Professor  Burns  ensured 
that  I  was  always  prepared  to  adjust  to  my  students 
needs  every  day — and  that  a  great  plan  for  a 
class  doesn't  always  work. 

You  have  spoken  to  Professor  Robert  Klein's  educa- 
tion classes  every  fall  for  eight  years.  Why  do  you 
feel  it  is  important  for  alumni  to  return  to  campus  to 
speak  to  current  students  about  their  careers? 

I  feel  it  is  important  for  alumni  to  contribute  to  the 
next  generation  of  Western  New  England  College 
students  by  sharing  some  of  the  pitfalls  and  suc- 
cesses that  teachers  encounter  on  a  daily  basis.  It 
is  also  important  to  show  our  students  the  opportu- 
nities that  are  available  for  them  after  graduation. 


www.wnec.edu/alumni 
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Class  Notes 


Glanville  is  taking  the  lead  in  franchise  negotia- 
tions, license  compliance,  interactions  with  elected 
and  appointed  officials,  and  other  government  and 
public  affairs  initiatives.  Before  entering  the  cable 
television  industry.  Glanville  served  as  city  solicitor 
of  Holvoke.  MA.  Prior  to  that,  he  was  a  general  prac- 
tice attorney. 

JOSEPH  S.  WARD  (MBA)  was  recently  promoted  in 
the  U.S.  Air  Force.  Ward  will  leave  his  current  job  in 
Hawaii  as  comptroller  for  the  U.S.  Pacific  Command 
and  assume  his  new  position  as  comptroller  for  Air 
Force  Materiel  Command.  "It  has  been  an  incredible 
ride  for  the  past  25  years,  and  I'm  extremely  grateful 
for  the  opportunity  to  continue  serving  as  a  general 
officer,"  Ward  says.  "1  most  look  forward  to  having 
the  privilege  to  help  mentor  and  develop  our 
nation's  future  military  leaders.  It  just  doesn't  get 
any  better  than  being  in  a  position  to  positively 
influence  and  shape  the  next  generation  of  those 
who  are  readv  and  willing  to  answer  the  call." 


1991 


JOSEPH  BRUNO  (management)  was  recently 
appointed  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  at 
Beth  Israel  Deaconess  Hospital  in  Needham,  MA. 
Bruno  is  founder  and  president  of  Castle  Hill 
Academv.  a  preschool  and  children's  center  in 
Medfield.  MA. 

CHRISTINA  TRONDSEN  (marketing)  has  been  pro- 
moted to  director  of  marketing  for  Daikin  AC  in 
New  York  City.  Trondsen  will  be  responsible  for  the 
company's  advertising  and  strategic  marketing 
efforts,  and  will  oversee  sales  communications, 
promotions,  and  events  for  the  growing  Daikin 
Network  .Alliance  program.  Trondsen  is  a  member 
of  Women  in  HYACR.  and  has  more  than  10  years 
experience  in  the  HYACR  industry. 

PAUL  YAC0V0NE  (marketing/G'95  MBA)  has 
launched  the  television  production  company 
Brain  Powered  Concepts.  He  and  his  partners 
created  The  Berries,  their  new  show  for  young 
children.  Working  in  marketing  for  Lego  exposed 


Yacovone  to  the  world  of  children's  entertain- 
ment, but  his  greatest  ideas  come  from  his  two 
daughters,  ages  five  and  eight.  "They  give  me  a 
feel  for  what  they're  into."  Yacovone  says.  "That 
was  very  helpful  when  we  made  the  show." 


1993 


GARY  KLEBART  (communication)  has  become  a 
certified  professional  coder  of  radiology,  and  was 
hired  by  SSIMED  in  Windsor.  CT.  as  a  professional 
medical  coder.  He  was  then  selected  as  lead  medical 
coder  on  one  of  the  largest  accounts  at  SSIMED. 
Klebart  currently  resides  in  Vernon.  CT.  with  his 
wife  of  two  years. 

TODD  R.  SHELANSKY  (accounting)  has  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  Connecticut  Society  of  Certified  Public 
Accountants  to  serve  as 
a  member  of  its  Advisory 
Council  for  2008-2009. 
CSCPA's  Employee 
Benefit  Plans  Interest 
Group  for  the  coming 
year.  Shelansky  is  cur- 
rently the  manager  for 
the  Farmington.  CT. 
accounting  firm  of 
Harper  &  Whitfield. 


DEREK  SLATTERY  (sociology/G'01  M.S.C.J.A.)  is  a 
police  officer  for  the  city  of  Springfield  and  current- 
ly resides  in  Longmeadow.  MA.  Slattery  and  his  wife 
welcomed  new  daughter.  Sadie,  in  September. 


1994 


ELIZABETH  BRESNAHAN  (marketing)  has  recently 
enrolled  in  the  Respiratory  Therapy  program  at 
Springfield  Technical  Community  College.  After 
working  as  an  analyst  for  the  national  Dow  Jones 
call  center  for  nine  vears.  she  decided  that  she  need- 


Yvonne  Bogle  '83/G'91  (middle)  visited  Gilbert  Senchi 
'94  and  his  family  in  Aruba  when  she  was  on  vacation 
last  August.  Senchi,  a  renowned  sculptor  in  Aruba, 
met  Bogle  at  the  Divi  Hotel,  where  he  showed  her  his 
galvanized  steel  sculpture  "Divi  Chief"  in  the  building's 
lobby.  Bogle,  the  director  of  Diversity  Programs  and 
Services  at  the  College,  says  that  ft  was  "great  to  see 
Gilbert  and  his  family.  They  gave  me  a  tour  of  the 
island,  and  his  kids  even  tried  to  catch  a  lizard  for  me." 
Senchi  was  a  member  of  the  student  organization 
U&ME  as  an  undergraduate.  He  received  his  legal 
training  at  the  University  of  Aruba  and  "was  doing 
art  as  a  hobby  when  I  was  invited  to  participate  at  an 
art  exhibition  for  HSH  Prince  Willem  Alexander  of  the 
Netherlands,"  he  writes.  "From  then  on  it  has  been 
a  fun  ride  with  the  arts."  He  has  since  founded  and 
directed  two  art  foundations  and  three  galleries. 


ed  a  change.  Bresnahan  is  now  working  towards  a 
career  in  healthcare. 

CLAUDE  LEBL0ND  (mechanical  engineering/G'95 
MBA)  started  his  second  year  as  director  of  engi- 
neering at  Adams  Rite  Aerospace  in  Fullerton.  CA. 
He  also  announces  his  fourth  grandchild:  Ryie 
I.eBlond  (7.5  pounds). 


1996 


ROBERT  CLARK  (finance)  is  the  owner  of  the  new 
Rochester  Rhinos  professional  soccer  team  in 
Rochester,  NY.  He  is  also  director  of  Adirondack 
Bank  and  will  soon  be  moving  to  Rochester  to  take 
over  operations  of  the  team.  Clark  has  over  15  years 
of  banking  experience. 


2000 


8 
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RYAN  C0URTEMANCHE 

(management)  was 
recently  promoted  to 
a  director  at  Babson 
Capital  Management  LLC 
in  Springfield.  MA.  He 
works  on  the  company's 
High  Yield  Total  Rate  of 
Return  bond  strategy. 
Courtemanche  resides  in 
Easthampton,  MA,  with 
his  wife,  Melanie,  and 
daughter,  Madeline. 


2001 


JAY  JOHNSON  (law  enforcement/G'02  M.S.C.J.A.) 

was  named  a  sergeant  in  the  Auburn,  MA.  Police 
Department  by  the  town's  Board  of  Selectmen. 
Certified  as  a  fingerprint  and  evidence  collection 
technician,  he  is  assigned  to  the  Auburn  Bureau  of 
Police  Investigation.  Johnson  finished  first  in  the 
civil  service  test  for  the  post  and  has  received  exten- 
sive training  in  advanced  accident  reconstruction 
and  occupant  safety  protection.  Prior  to  his 
appointment,  he  was  working  as  a  patrol  officer. 

DAVE  ROACH  (history)  has  been  named  the  director 
of  athletics  at  Housatonic  Valley  Regional  High 
School  in  Falls  Milage,  CT.  In  his  hometown  of 
Southbury,  he  served  as  Pomperaug  High  School's 
junior  varsity  football  coach  and  taught  social  stud- 
ies before  taking  his  new  position  at  Housatonic. 
"I  enjoy  coaching,"  Roach  says  "Being  an  athletic 
director,  you're  also  coaching  the  coaches." 


2002 


KEVIN  HASSETT  (international  business)  has  been 
selected  to  manage  media  relations  and  the  website 
for  the  Boston  Breakers  of  Women's  Professional 
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Soccer.  Previously,  he  was  — 
an  athletic  media  rela- 
tions coordinator  at 
Florida  International 
University.  When  Hassett 
was  an  undergraduate,  he 
worked  in  the  Western 
New  England  College's 
Athletic  Communications 
office,  handling  the 
sports  information  duties 
for  the  men's  and 
women's  soccer  teams. 
Hassett's  career  started  with  the  Boston  Breakers  as 
the  media  relations  intern  and  he  went  back  to  vol- 
unteer for  the  Breakers  during  the  2002  and  2003 
seasons.  "It  was  great  to  get  together  with  old 
friends  during  Homecoming,"  he  writes. 


2003 


WILLIAM  BUTMAN  JR.  (technical  management)  was 
recently  on  campus  providing  information  about 
^^^^^^^^^^^^  the  U.S.  Marine  Corps 

1  during  the  federal  govern- 
Hj  ment's  "Call  to  Serve" 
f  aP  I  recruitment  event  on 

%i'Z>  :  '  *^^^L  October  22.  Butman 
j^T  I  W  works  foi  the  U.S. 

Ah    .,  ,,    I^L  Department  of  Defense  as 

^^tt  /■Ml  a  human  resource  techni- 

I  cian.  "My  time  at  Western 
^1    I  New  England  College  was 
^^^fl        I  an  extremely  enjoyable 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^  experience,  and  I  come 
back  here  often  to  stay  in  touch  with  my  professors, 
especially  Dick  Grabiec  [assistant  dean  of  the 
School  of  Engineering]  and  the  School  of  Business 
faculty,"  he  says.  Butman  lives  in  Chicopee,  MA,  and 
is  currently  working  on  writing  a  history  book  of 
Westover  Air  Force  Base  entitled  Westover: 
Yesterday  &  Today.  To  view  his  website  on  the  sub- 
ject, visit  www.westoverafbhistory.com.  He  invites 
anyone  with  photos  and  stories  about  Westover  to 
email  him  at  butmanWR@marines.usmc.mil. 

MEGHAN  DEL0NG  (psychology)  has  just  recently 
joined  Our  Children's  Rehab  Center  in  Winter 
Haven,  FL,  as  a  speech  and  language  therapist  assis- 
tant. Before  moving  to  Florida,  she  taught  at  a 
school  for  the  deaf  in  Massachusetts  where  she 


Fahd  Cynndy  '01,  of  Dharan,  Saudi  Arabia,  is 
pictured  on  a  visit  to  campus  in  September 
with  his  wife,  Kristina  Forgione  Cynndy  '02, 
and  their  children  Tariq  (left),  who  is  one-and- 
a-half,  and  four-year-old  Faris.  He  is  an  aircraft 
pilot,  first  officer,  for  Saudi  Aramco  (Saudi 
Arabian  Oil  Company),  shuttling  employees 
between  their  homes  and  worksites,  mostly 
within  the  Arabian  Gulf.  Cynndy  also  flies 
company  executives  around  the  world.  He 
told  The  Communicator  that  his  mechanical 
engineering  degree  from  the  College  was  a 
primary  factor  in  preparing  him  for  the  job. 


worked  with  young  children  with  special  needs, 
hearing  loss,  and  severe  developmental  delays. 
DeLong  has  begun  working  on  her  master's  degree 
in  communication,  specializing  in  speech  and  lan- 
guage pathology. 

ALI  MARTIN  SC0UFIELD  (history)  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  assistant  director  of  residential  life  and 
assessment  at  Southern  Methodist  University.  She 
resides  in  Dallas  with  her  husband  of  two  years, 
JASON  SC0UFIELD  04. 


2004 


MICHAEL  ALBAN0  (computer  information  systems) 
was  promoted  to  assistant  dean  of  financial  aid  at 
Amherst  College.  He  had  served  as  a  financial  aid 
counselor  since  2005.  Albano  resides  in  Westfield 
and  has  recently  completed  his  master's  degree  in 
higher  education  at  Springfield  College. 

JENNY  HULA  CURRY  (communication/G'08  M.A.E.T.) 
wrote  her  first  novella,  a  horror  story  entitled 
Brothers  Huxten  in  2006,  which  was  published  by 
Infinity  Publishing.  She  lists  such  authors  as  Stephen 
King  and  Edgar  Allen  Poe  as  her  inspirations.  Curry 
says  the  idea  for  the  book  grew  out  of  "an  old  ghost 
story  I  heard  when  I  was  little."  She  recently  held  a 
book  reading  at  Pam's  Paperbacks  in  Wilbraham. 
MA.  Curry  lives  in  Monson,  MA,  with  her  husband, 
Brett,  and  their  four-year-old  son  and  is  currently 
commuting  to  Western  New  England  College  where 
she  is  pursuing  her  master's  degree  in  English  with 
the  hope  of  teaching  at  the  college  level. 

ERIC  A.  DUDA  (electrical  engineering)  was  named 
Teacher  of  the  Year  at  Pathfinder  Regional  Vocational 
High  School  in  Palmer,  MA,  last  May.  It  wasn't  his 
first  award  at  the  school— he  was  honored  as  the  top 
student  in  his  class  at  the  end  of  his  senior  year.  He 
had  been  working  in  the  engineering  field  for  a  cou- 
ple of  years  when  Pathfinder  invited  him  to  teach  in 
its  newly  established  pre-engineering  program.  Duda 
took  his  old  school  up  on  its  offer,  and  immediately 
created  an  after  school  robotics  club.  Six  months 
later  it  won  the  prestigious  Innovate  Award  at  a 
national  Vex  robotics  competition  in  Waverly,  PA.  His 
Teacher  of  the  Year  award  is  "absolutely  remarkable" 
for  a  second-year  teacher,  according  to  School 
Superintendent  Gerald  Paist. 


Joe  Gomes  03 

East  Longmeadow,  MA 

Manager  Business  Processes  •  CIPT/Program 
Manager  GP7000  •  Hamilton  Sundstrand, 
a  division  of  United  Technologies  Corporation 

Joe  Gomes  graduated  from  the  College  in  2003 
with  a  B.S.  in  Management.  He  currently  works 
at  Hamilton  Sundstrand  as  a  manager  Business 
Processes,  CIPT/program  manager  GP7000 
and  he  is  pursuing  his  MBA  at  the  School  of 
Business.  Joe's  overall  responsibilities  are  for 
P  &  L  on  the  GP7000  program,  which  is  a  joint 
venture  between  Pratt  &  Whitney  and  General 
Electric  for  engines  on  the  Airbus  A380;  and 
customer  focus  for  Hamilton  Sundstrand  Engine 
&  Control  Systems  at  Engine  Alliance.  He  over- 
sees all  engineering,  procurement,  aftermarket, 
financial,  contracts,  customer  technical  service, 
and  additional  support  functions. 

To  which  countries  have  your  business 
travels  taken  you? 

"I  have  been  on  customer  visits  to  UAE  (Dubai), 
New  Zealand,  Australia,  Canada,  Mexico,  Chile, 
Brazil,  Venezuela,  Germany,  Switzerland, 
Belgium,  Portugal,  and  Holland  for  my  position  at 
Hamilton  Sundstrand  and  my  previous  employer, 
Voith.  I  speak  Portuguese,  Spanish,  English,  and 
some  German." 

How  did  Western  New  England  College  prepare 
you  for  your  present  position? 

"It  improved  my  skill  set  and  increased  the 
tools  to  run  the  business.  I  was  able  to  apply 
some  of  the  course  materials  to  everyday  work 
challenges  and  opportunities.  As  a  recent 
professor  acknowledges,  it  allows  me  to  stock 
the  shelves  with  knowledge.  The  Management 
degree  encompasses  all  areas  of  business." 

What  made  you  decide  to  return  to  Western 
New  England  College  to  pursue  your  MBA? 

I  returned  because  of  the  great  depth  from  my 
undergraduate  studies  and  the  campus  environ- 
ment, not  to  mention  great  support  staff  and 
professors.  It  started  with  my  first  contact  with 
Matthew  Fox  and  Dawn  Rock  in  the  Graduate 
Studies  &  Adult  Learning  Office,  making  the 
return  comfortable  and  rewarding.  And  I  like 
the  new  online/on-campus  course  offerings 
for  folks  like  me  who  travel  occasionally." 
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Class  Notes 


JASON  SCOUFIELD  (biomedical  engineering)  recent- 
ly accepted  a  position  as  a  clinical  research  associ- 
ate for  Quintiles.  He  will  be  responsible  for  monitor- 
ing and  auditing  oncology  studies  for  the  South 
Central  region.  Jason  and  his  wife,  ALI  MARTIN 
SCOUFIELD  03.  reside  in  Dallas. 


2007 


2006 


0M0J0LA  HEBRON 

(government)  is  a  First 
Lieutenant  in  the  U.S. 
Army,  serving  as  platoon 
leader  in  a  chemical  com- 
pany at  Schofield 
Barracks  in  Hawaii.  She 
is  currently  working 
towards  a  master's  degree 
in  public  administration 
at  Central  Michigan 
University's  campus  in 
Hawaii. 

LISA  MASELLA  (commu- 
nication) is  a  senior 
account  executive  in  the 
corporate  events  and 
hospitality  group  w  orks 
at  Octagon,  a  worldwide 
advertising  agency.  She 
also  runs  golf  outings 
and  hospitality  for 
Merrill  Lynch.  Masella 
resides  in  East  Norwalk. 
CT.  where  she  coaches 
the  sixth  grade  girls'  bas- 
ketball team. 


JENNIFER  B0BER  (man- 
agement studies)  has 
been  promoted  to  sales 
and  catering  coordinator 
at  the  Doubletree  Hotel  in 
Burlington.  VT.  She  previ- 
ously worked  as  a  guest 
service  agent.  Bober  will 
be  responsible  for  book- 
ing events,  ensuring  ail 

scheduled  events,  and  creating  online  personalized 
webpages  for  upcoming  group  events  at  the  hotel. 
Bober  is  also  president  of  the  Doubletree  "Green 
Team."  which  helped  the  hotel  become  environmen- 
tally certified  as  a  "green  hotel  in  the  green  moun- 
tain state." 

AUDREY  KELT0N  (sport  management)  has  been 
named  an  assistant  coach  for  Pfeiffer  University's 
women's  lacrosse  team  in  Misenheimer.  NC. 
Previously,  she  served  as  the  varsity  field  hockey 
head  coach  for  Cathedral  High  School  in  Springfield. 
Kelton  was  a  four-year  starter  and  senior  captain 
for  the  women's  lacrosse  and  field  hockey  teams 
at  Western  New  England  College.  She  holds  the 
women's  lacrosse  team's  record  for  most  points  in 
a  season  (112),  most  points  in  a  game  (12),  and 
most  assists  in  a  game  (10). 

ELIZABETH  SMITH  (history)  was  recently  appointed 
executive  director  of  the  Manlius  Historical  Society 
in  her  hometown  of  Manlius.  NY.  At  the  age  of  22, 
Smith  is  the  youngest  director  in  the  society's 
history.  After  graduating,  she  spent  time  volun- 
teering and  working  on  exhibits  for  history  related 
organizations. 

CHRISTINA  STAPLET0N  (communication)  in 
September  landed  a  news  producer  position  at  FOX 
25  News  in  Boston,  the  seventh  largest  news  market 


in  the  country.  Previously,  she  wrorked  as  a  news 
producer  at  both  CBS  TV3  and  NEWS  40  in 
Springfield. 

FELIPE  SUAREZ  (sociology)  has  recently  accepted 
a  job  at  Mass  Mentoring  Partnership  in  Springfield. 
As  a  student,  he  served  as  president  of  the  U&ME 
organization  at  Western  New  England  College  for 
the  2006-2007  school  year.  "Working  at  Mass 
Mentoring  has  been  an  amazing  experience  so 
far,"  Suarez  writes.  "I  am  excited  to  grow  with  the 
organization  as  we  execute  the  strategic  plan." 

JULIE  SURRIDGE  (marketing)  is  an  admissions  coun- 
selor at  Frostburg  State  University.  "My  travel  territo- 
ry for  Frostburg  includes  five  counties  of  Maryland 
and  ail  college  fairs  in  New  Jersey  and  Long  Island." 
she  writes.  Surridge  lives  in  Morgantown,  WV. 


2008 


KEVIN  D0UTHWRIGHT  (mathematics)  is  lead  gui- 
tarist in  the  band.  Fendline.  Formed  in  2002,  the 
group  has  performed  at  bars,  small  fund-raisers, 
and  college  events.  He  and  three  longtime  friends 
began  playing  together  while  attending  West 
Springfield  High  School.  Artists  such  as  O.A.R.  and 
the  Sixers  are  listed  among  his  band's  influences. 

DAVID  TIPPNER  (sport  management)  is  account 
executive  for  Steiner  Sports,  a  sports  marketing 
agency  that  works  with  corporations,  retail  stores, 
and  individual  collectors.  He  currently  resides  in 
Mahwah.  NJ. 

RYAN  TURNER  (biology)  is  a  medical  student  at  the 
University  of  West  \irginia.  On  his  way  to  fulfilling 
his  dream  of  being  a  neurosurgeon,  he  plans  to  earn 
his  MD  and  PhD  and  then  begin  residency  in  neuro- 
surgery. Turner  currently  resides  in  Morgantown,  WV. 


BIRTHS 


Jenna  Elizabeth  Jacque,  September  12,  2007,  to 
ROBERT  JACQUE  '99  and  THERESA  (GRAHAM) 
JACQUE  00/G'02. 

Sadie  Sofia  Slattery.  September  3,  2008,  to 
DEREK  SLATTERY  '93/G'Ol  and  Stephanie  Slattery. 

Madeline  Elyssa  Courtemanche.  March  12.  2008. 
to  RYAN  COURTEMANCHE  '00  and  Melanie 
Courtemanche. 

Natalie  Grace  Oleksak.  July  12. 2007.  to  KIERA 
MOIR  OLEKSAK  02  and  KEVIN  OLEKSAK  02. 

Zachary  David  Spencer.  April  9,  2008,  to  SARAH 
ANDERSON  SPENCER  '98  and  Jeremy  Spencer. 

Ella  Jane  Sheehan.  August  9.  2007.  to  STACIE 
(MEYER)  SHEEHAN  96  and  TIM  SHEEHAN  '96. 


Natalie  Grace  Oleksak 
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MARRIAGES 


ZUPKA  AND  LONGTON 
Groom  Matt  Zupka  '05  and 
bride  Leanda  M.  Longton 


JAMIE  CARNEY  '03  and  Jeremy  Piatt, 
June  23,  2007,  in  Northampton,  MA. 

DANIELLE  L.  DUNN  '05  and  Michael  A.  Lavallee  Jr. 
August  4,  2007,  in  Occum,  CT. 

MATT  ZUPKA  '05  and  bride  Leanda  M.  Longton, 
May  17,  2008,  in  New  London,  CT. 

AMBER  (RUSSO)  GRIFFITHS  07,  groom 

DAN  GRIFFITHS  '07,  June  7,  2008,  in  Torrington,  CT. 

MICHAEL  NETKOVICK  05  and  Kristin  Engebretson, 
June  22,  2008,  in  South  Hadley,  MA. 

STEVE  DAVIS  03/G  06  and  AMY  BOUCHARD  02/G'03, 
June  28,  2008,  in  Atkinson,  NH. 

MATTHEW  MCCABE  05  and  MIRANDA 

MORETTO  '05,  October  11, 2008,  in  Sturbridge,  MA. 

FRANK  S.  WELLS  '00  and  Lisa-Marie  Pierni, 
November  24,  2008,  in  Riverside,  NY. 


RUSSO  AND  GRIFFITHS 
Counterclockwise  from  bottom  center: 
Bride  Amber  (Russo)  Griffiths  '07,  groom 
Dan  Griffiths  '07,  Bill  Lapierre  '07,  Corianne 
Olsen  '07,  James  Heady  '08,  Kim  (Noonan) 
Heady  '08,  Frank  Campano  '08,  Ryan  Dodson 
'07,  Carrie  Rys  '07,  and  Cathy  Rouleau  '07. 


m 

CARNEY  AND  PLATT 

Bride  Jamie  Carney  '03  and 

groom  Jeremy  Piatt 


DUNN  AND  LAVALLEE 

Bride  Danielle  L.  Dunn  '05  and 

groom  Michael  A.  Lavallee  Jr. 


DAVIS  AND  BOUCHARD 

(L-R):  Daryl  Konicki  '03,  Marie  (Plouffe)  Clark  '03,  Chris 
Clark  '03,  Jason  Dean  '03,  Kent  Rancourt  '03,  bride  Amy 
Bouchard  '02/G'03,  groom  Steve  Davis  '03/G'06,  Peggy 
Piteo  '04,  Matt  Piteo  '04,  Sean  McGrady  '03,  Dan  Smith  '04, 
Gary  Goulet  '91,  Rich  Pont,  and  Dave  Wolff  (in  back  row). 


MCCABE  AND  MORETTO 

Back  row  (L-R):  Paul  Haley  '05,  Patrick  King  '05, 
Carmen  Figueroa  '05,  Anthony  Penrey  '05,  Matthew 
Franceour  '05,  Mark  Farquharson  '05,  and  Brandon 
LeBlanc  '05.  Front  row  (L-R):  Jenniffer  Duque  '05, 
bride  Miranda  Miretto  McCabe  '05,  and  groom 
Matthew  McCabe  '05,  Christine  Rooney  '05,  and 
Michelle  Bastardi  '05/L08. 
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In  Memoriam 


LADOYT  K.  TEUBNER  '37/H'Ol  (accounting) 
Truro.  MA;  June  1 L,  2008.  Born  in  Tallapoosa. 
GA.  Teubner  moved  to  Westfield.  MA.  at  the 
age  of  15  and  graduated  from  Westfield  High 
School  and  the  Pratt  Institute.  He  began  his 
career  as  a  chemist,  serving  as  the  chief  chemist 
at  Westfield  Testing  &  Research  Laboratories, 
where  he  formulated  the  chemical  recipes  for 
Lestoil  and  7UP.  among  other  products.  He 
began  teaching  at  Westfield  High  School  and 
w  ent  on  to  serve  as  Principal  of  Prospect  Hill 
Science  School,  and  Principal  of  Franklin 
Avenue  Elementary  School.  He  also  taught 
graduate  student  classes  at  Springfield  College. 
Westfield  State  College,  and  the  University  of 
Massachusetts.  An  avid  golfer,  he  was  still  on 
the  golf  course  at  age  99.  playing  a  round  of  golf 
less  than  two  months  before  his  passing,  and 
scoring  (one  of  many)  hole-in-one  at  the  age 
of  91.  His  wife.  Beulah:  his  eldest  son;  and  his 
companion  of  the  last  20  years.  Helen  Farrell; 
all  predeceased  him.  Teubner  is  survived  by  his 
son  and  two  daughters. 

0LINT0  PETER  UGOLINI  49/H  01  (accounting) 
Springfield.  MA:  June  1 ,  2008.  He  was  the 
husband  of  the  late  Theresa  Pauline  Ugolini 
to  whom  he  was  married  for  almost  62  years. 
Ugolini  was  born  in  Springfield.  He  graduated 
from  the  High  School  of  Commerce  and  was 
a  U.S.  Army  veteran,  serving  his  country  during 
World  War  II  in  the  Infantry  on  the  front  line, 
in  Germany,  and  Central  Europe.  He  retired 
as  treasurer  from  Commercial  Distributing, 


Westfield.  He  enjoyed  golfing  and  ballroom 
dancing  with  his  wife.  His  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters survive  him. 

WILLIAM  E.  ELLIOTT  '52/H'Ol  (management). 
Westfield,  MA;  June  2,  2008.  Born  and  raised 
in  Westfield.  MA,  Elliott  attended  local  schools 
and  was  a  1939  graduate  of  Westfield  High 
School.  He  was  a  U.S.  Navy  veteran  of  World 
War  II.  serving  as  a  radioman  with  the  armed 
guard  and  with  Naval  Group  China.  He  was 
awarded  the  American  Theater  Medal. 
European  Theater  Medal.  Asiatic-Pacific  Medal. 
Victory  Medal.  Good  Conduct  Medal,  China 
Service  Medal,  and  the  China  War  Memorial 
Medal  from  the  Republic  of  China.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  American  Legion  Post  124. 
Past  Commander  of  V.F.W.  Apremont  Post  1847. 
both  in  Westfield.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Disabled  American  Veterans.  Westover  Chapter 
11.  Elliott  was  an  insurance  and  real  estate 
broker  with  the  Agan  Agency  of  Westfield  for 
27  years.  He  leaves  his  wife,  Rosemary;  a  son; 
and  three  daughters. 

ROBERT  T.  WELCH  '52  (management).Wilbraham, 
MA;  April  24. 2008.  Bom  in  RockvuTe  Centre,  NY, 
he  moved  to  Springfield  at  age  two.  Welch  gradu- 
ated from  the  High  School  of  Commerce  in  1939, 
and  was  a  WWII  veteran,  serving  as  a  sergeant  in 
the  Army  Air  Corps.  He  worked  at  Strathmore 
Paper  Company  in  West  Springfield  and  at  the 
former  Soundco  Electronic  Supply  Company  in 
Springfield  before  founding  his  own  business, 


Industrial  Components  Corp.  He  had  a  great 
interest  in  history  and  golf.  Welch  is  survived 
by  his  wife,  Eleanor;  a  son;  and  two  daughters. 

FERDINAND  A.  BELCAMINO  '53/H'Ol  (engineer- 
ing and  business),  Newington.  CT;  March  8, 
2007.  Born  in  Springfield,  MA.  Belcamino  was 
a  Newington  resident  for  the  past  38  years.  He 
retired  from  Northeast  Utilities  in  1985  after 
more  than  40  years  of  service.  He  was  a  U.S. 
Marine  Corps  veteran  of  World  War  II,  and 
a  member  of  the  Hardware  City  Detachment 
Marine  Corp.  League:  Church  of  the  Holy  Spirit; 
the  Knights  of  Columbus:  and  secretary  of  the 
Newington  Senior  Center.  Along  with  his  wife, 
Eleanor,  he  leaves  two  daughters. 

PAUL  JOHN  CABOT  '53/G'63/H'01  (engineering 
and  business/MBA).  South  Hadley.  MA: 
September  4.  2008.  Born  and  raised  in  New 
York  City,  he  served  as  an  Armorer  Artificer 
for  the  103rd  Infantry  Division  during  World 
War  II.  Cabot  received  the  Combat  Infantryman 
Badge,  the  Purple  Heart,  and  two  Bronze  Stars 
for  his  service  in  The  Rhineland  and  in  Europe. 
After  his  honorable  discharge.  Paul  began  work- 
ing for  the  La  Trique  Bra  Co.  in  New  York  City. 
He  relocated  to  Springfield,  MA.  w  hen  the  com- 
pany opened  a  new  plant  in  Indian  Orchard.  He 
retired  as  the  vice  president  of  manufacturing 
for  the  now-named  Valmont.  Inc.  He  is  survived 
bv  his  wife,  Nellie:  three  sons;  and  a  sister. 
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FRANCIS  J.  CHUNGLO  '54  (management), 
Horseheads,  NY;  February  5,  2008.  Born  in 
Northampton,  MA,  Chunglo  served  in  the  14th 
Armored  Division,  Third  Army  during  World 
War  II.  He  resided  in  Bainbridge,  NY,  and  was 
employed  in  various  management  positions  at 
Borden,  Inc.  He  was  active  in  the  Rotary  Club, 
Jericho  Arts  Council,  and  Catholic  Charities. 
Chunglo  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Leono;  and 
three  sons. 

WILLIAM  T.  WALKER  '61  (engineering  and  man- 
agement), Boston;  September  13,  2008.  Born 
in  Boston  and  raised  in  Holyoke,  MA,  Walker 
was  a  member  of  the  Holyoke  High  School  class 
of  1947  and  graduated  from  Holyoke  Junior 
College.  His  wife,  Mary,  predeceased  him.  Walker 
is  survived  by  his  daughter,  and  a  son. 

JAMES  M.  SMALL  '63  (mechanical  engineering), 
Deland,  FL;  April  29,  2008.  Small  was  a  graduate 
of  Technical  High  School  in  Springfield,  MA.  He 
worked  at  Electric  Boat  at  the  New  London,  CT, 
Submarine  Base  as  an  underwater  weapons  spe- 
cialist where  his  publication  on  magnetic  induc- 
tion analysis  gained  national  recognition.  He 
later  became  instrumental  in  the  marketing  of 
computer  portraits,  one  of  the  original  applica- 
tions of  computer  graphics.  He  was  also  an  inde- 
pendent fair  concessionaire  working  at  fairs  and 
festivals  across  the  country.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Laura;  a  son;  and  a  daughter. 

LEON  R.  ANDERSON  '64  (mechanical  engineer- 
ing), Zephyrhills,  FL;  July  26,  2008.  Born  in 
Springfield,  MA,  he  received  a  master's  degree 
in  mechanical  engineering  from  Rensselaer 
Polytechnical  Institute  and  was  a  professor  at 
Western  New  England  College.  He  worked  at 
Pratt  and  Whitney  Aircraft  as  Project  Engineer 
and  as  chief  of  turbine  design  and  development. 
In  1985,  he  received  the  United  Technologies 
Special  Award  for  an  extraordinary  achievement 
in  product  design.  Anderson  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Dorothy;  and  five  daughters. 

EARLE  W.  CHASE  JR.  '64  (engineering  and  man- 
agement), Westborough,  MA;  June  15,  2008. 
Chase  was  raised  in  Springfield.  He  was  chief 
inspector  for  the  Rex  Chain  Belt  Co.  before 
relocating  to  Westborough,  where  he  was 
the  administrative  assistant  to  the  Board  of 
Selectman  and  became  the  first  town  coordina- 
tor. Chase  later  worked  for  the  Town  of  Millbury, 
MA,  as  town  administrator  until  his  retirement 
in  1990.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mary-Jane; 
and  five  children. 


WILLIAM  HENRY  SIMON  G'64  (MBA),  Windsor, 
CT;  May  26,  2008.  Beloved  husband  of  the  late 
Dorothy  Elaine  (Beckett)  Simon,  he  was  born 
in  New  Haven,  and  was  a  veteran  of  the  Korean 
War.  He  earned  a  B.A.  from  the  University  of 
Bridgeport,  and  a  master's  in  library  science 
from  Columbia  University.  He  started  his  career 
as  a  librarian  and  circulation  desk  assistant  at 
Sterling  Memorial  Library  at  Yale  University.  He 
later  moved  to  the  Bridgeport  Public  Library  and 
worked  in  the  business  and  technology  depart- 
ment, and  in  1956  he  was  made  the  chief  librari- 
an at  the  New  Haven  Research  Library,  Olin- 
Mathieson  Chemical  Corporation.  After  earning 
his  graduate  degree  in  business,  William  moved 
to  private  business  as  an  information  specialist. 
He  worked  as  the  technical  information  super- 
visor of  Nuclear  Power  Systems  at  Combustion 
Engineering  and  as  the  manager  of  information 
and  administrative  services.  In  addition, 
Simon  worked  with  Miller,  Starrett,  West  and 
Associates,  Inc.,  a  management  consulting  and 
research  firm  in  Hartford.  He  also  worked  as  a 
reference  librarian  at  the  Windsor  Public  Library 
from  1989  to  2000.  Simon  enjoyed  camping, 
hiking  and  canoeing.  He  leaves  two  sons. 

ARTHUR  V.  LABONTE  '65  (mechanical  engineer- 
ing), Cotuit,  MA;  October  6,  2008.  A  former 
resident  of  Glastonbury,  CT.  LaBonte  was  born 
in  Springfield  and  was  employed  at  Pratt  8c 
Whitney  as  a  mechanical  engineer  from  1964 
to  1998.  He  collected  antique  cars  and  partici- 
pated in  the  Great  American  Race  for  two  years. 
LaBonte  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Trudy;  a 
daughter;  and  a  son. 

COSMO  CAMELIO  G'69  (MBA),  Raleigh,  NC; 
May  29,  2008.  Born  in  Cambridge,  MA,  Camelio 
graduated  from  Tufts  University  and  was  retired 
from  a  career  in  the  nonwovens  textile  industry. 
He  began  his  career  at  Chicopee  Manufacturing 
in  Chicopee  Falls,  MA,  as  a  shift  supervisor 
and  management  trainee.  Following  stints  in 
Manchester,  NH,  and  North  Little  Rock,  AR, 
he  left  Chicopee  after  19  years  as  a  plant  and 
division  manager.  He  joined  Freudenberg 
Nonwovens,  then  Pellon.  in  1983,  as  vice  presi- 
dent of  manufacturing.  Over  the  next  19  years, 
he  held  various  positions  including  COO  and 
president.  Following  a  brief  retirement  in  2000, 
he  joined  INDA,  the  Association  of  the 
Nonwovens  Fabrics  Industry,  as  technical  direc- 
tor. He  was  with  INDA  for  six  years  until  his 
retirement.  A  leader  in  the  communities  in 
which  he  lived,  he  raised  millions  of  dollars 
for  the  United  Way.  Camelio  is  survived  by  his 
wife,  Phyllis;  a  son;  and  a  daughter. 

WILLIAM  FREDERICK  FISH  G'71(MBA),  Hartford, 
CT;  September  13,  2008.  Fish  earned  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  accounting  from  the  University 
of  Hartford  and  a  Masters  in  Business 
Administration  from  Western  New  England 
College.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Dorothy; 
and  children. 


BRANDON  FILIP  TURBET  06 

BRANDON  FILIP  TURBET  '06  (psychol- 
ogy) Enfield,  CT;  July  12,  2008.  He  was 
born  in  Hartford,  CT,  and  was  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Enfield.  Brandon  was  a 
graduate  of  East  Catholic  High  School 
Class  of  2002,  where  he  played  three 
years  of  football.  Despite  being  diag- 
nosed with  cancer,  he  continued  his 
education  with  a  double  major  in 
psychology  and  philosophy.  Although 
he  did  not  get  the  chance  to  become 
certified,  Brandon  was  granted  an 
honorary  master's  degree  in  clinical 
mental  health  counseling  by 
Springfield  College,  having  always 
maintained  a  positive,  upbeat  attitude, 
despite  five-and-a-half  years  of  inten- 
sive cancer  treatments.  He  enjoyed 
bringing  people  together  and  helping 
those  with  problems.  His  hobbies  were 
biking,  film,  physical  fitness,  reading, 
philosophy,  chess,  and  driving  his  car. 
Brandon  was  a  good  friend,  a  great 
brother,  and  a  loving  son.  He  leaves 
to  cherish  his  memory  his  parents,  his 
brother,  his  fiancee,  paternal  grand- 
parents, aunts,  uncles,  cousins,  and 
friends.  Brandon's  life  was  based  on 
the  following  mantras:  "You  only  live 
once.  And  if  you  do  it  right,  once  is 
enough,"  and,  "If  you  have  the  chance 
to  do  something  kind  for  someone 
else,  don't  think  about  it — do  it." 
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DAVID  L  GENDRON  G72  (MBA),  South  Hadley,  MA: 
September  19,  2008.  He  was  born  in  Holvoke.  MA, 
and  was  a  1960  graduate  of  Holvoke  High  School. 
He  received  a  bachelor's  degree  in  chemical  engi- 
neering from  Worcester  Polytechnic  Institute  in 
1964.  and  a  master's  in  chemical  engineering  from 
Tufts  University  in  1967.  Gendron  served  in  the 
Army  from  1967  to  1969  with  the  Third  Armored 
Division  in  Germany,  and  was  a  Vietnam  War  era 
United  States  veteran.  He  joined  the  Army  reserves, 
and  served  until  2002,  retiring  with  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel.  He  retired  from  Monsanto 
Corporation  after  34  years  in  1999.  Gendron  is 
survived  by  his  wife,  Nancy;  and  two  sons. 

KENNETH  J.  BARNES  71  (management).  Agawam. 
MA;  April  23,  2008.  He  graduated  from  Cathedral 
High  School,  and  later  served  in  the  U.S.  Navy 
during  the  Vietnam  War.  He  recently  retired 
as  a  sales  representative  at  Verizon.  Barnes  was  a 
former  Agawam  town  councilor,  one  of  the  found- 
ing members  of  the  Agawam  Athletic  Association, 
and  a  football,  baseball,  and  basketball  coach.  He 
leaves  his  wife,  Joann. 

PETER  P.  SAVICH  G71  (MBA),  Longmeadow,  MA; 
May  8.  2008.  He  was  born  in  Yugoslavia  and  brought 
his  family  to  the  United  States  in  1962.  He  began 
his  career  in  the  United  States  at  Schering  Pharma- 
ceuticals outside  New  York  City.  In  the  mid-1960s, 
he  relocated  his  family  to  the  Springfield  area  to 
accept  the  position  of  chief  engineer  of  the  Research 
and  Development  department  for  a  division  of 
United  Technologies.  Savich  earned  his  engineering 
degrees  in  Europe.  He  retired  as  an  engineering  sci- 
entist at  Union  Carbide.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Elizabeth:  a  son:  and  two  daughters. 

CHARLES  WILF0RD  KAMERER  G'73  (MBA),  Vernon, 
CT:  July  16.  2008.  Born  in  Hartford.  Kamerer  gradu- 
ated from  Kingswood  Oxford  in  West  Hartford  in 
1960  and  then  continued  his  education  at  the 
University  of  Hartford,  where  he  received  a  bache- 
lor's degree  in  mechanical  engineering.  He  started 
as  a  mechanical  engineer  at  Hamilton  Standard  and 
later  became  a  program  manager.  He  served  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Hamilton  Standard  Management  Club 
from  1986  to  1987  and  retired  after  35  years  with 
the  company.  Kamerer  was  the  husband  of  Sally 
Kamerer,  and  he  leaves  two  daughters. 

DIANA  E.  (L00MAS)  K0CISK0  73  (English), 
Millington,  NJ;  February  25, 2008.  Born  in 
Englewood.  NJ.  Kocisko  lived  in  Pennsauken, 
Hillsdale.  Parsippany,  and  Hopatcong.  NJ.  and 
Jacksonville,  FL,  before  moving  to  Millington 
19  years  ago.  She  was  a  homemaker.  She  is 
survived  by  her  husband.  Michael. 


GERALD  THOMAS  F0UCHE  74  (management), 
Westfield,  MA;  May  4, 2008.  Born  in  Springfield. 
MA,  he  was  raised  in  Westfield.  Fouche  was  the 
executive  vice  president  of  K&M  Electronics  in 
West  Springfield.  He  retired  as  vice  president  of 
Eastern  Etching  Manufacturing  Company  in 
Chicopee,  MA.  He  served  his  country  in  the  U.S. 
Air  Force,  Massachusetts  Air  National  Guard.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife.  Sharon  Fouche:  and  two 
daughters.  He  was  predeceased  by  his  daughter. 

ROLAND  "JOE"  DYM0N  79  (law  enforcement). 
Agawam.  MA;  July  13,  2008.  Dymon  was  born  in 
Springfield  and  grew  up  in  the  Indian  Orchard 
neighborhood  before  moving  to  Agawam  33  years 
ago  with  his  wife  and  daughter.  He  was  a  graduate 
of  Trade  High  School.  Dymon  received  an  associate 
in  science  degree  from  Springfield  Technical 
Community  College,  served  in  the  U.S.  Marines 
during  the  Vietnam  War.  and  received  the  rank  of 
sergeant.  He  retired  as  a  detective  after  29  years 
on  the  Agawam  Police  force.  He  leaves  his  wife, 
Barbara:  and  a  daughter. 

RICHARD  ARCHER  BAIN  G'80  (M.S.  public  adminis- 
tration). Acton.  MA:  June  6.  2008.  He  was  born  in 
Concord.  MA.  and  raised  in  Maynard,  MA.  After 
graduating  from  Berkshire  Community  College  he 
served  in  the  U.S.  Army  during  the  Vietnam  War. 
Following  his  honorable  discharge,  he  graduated 
from  Salem  State  College.  He  began  his  career  with 
GAO  and  Mitre  Corporation,  and  worked  for  over 
20  years  at  Hanscom  Air  Force  Base  in  Bedford.  MA. 
Bain  was  employed  at  CRS  of  Chelmsford,  MA,  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife. 
Joanne  M.  Bain:  and  a  daughter. 

ROSEMARY  I.  BOUCHER  '80  (management),  Ludlow. 
MA:  September  22,  2008.  A  lifelong  resident  of 
Ludlow.  NLA.  she  graduated  from  Ludlow  High 
School,  and  was  an  employee  of  Springfield  College 
for  the  past  34  years,  working  in  the  Administrative 
Computing  office.  She  served  as  a  Eucharistic  min- 
ister, lector,  and  a  member  of  the  RCIA  Team.  She 
also  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Premier 
Source  Credit  Union  and  the  Ludlow  Community 
Center.  Randall  Boy's  &  Girls  Club,  and  had  recently 
been  named  to  the  status  of  Board  Emeriti.  She  was 
also  a  director  with  the  United  Way.  Boucher  is  sur- 
vived by  her  brother. 

GARY  S.  DEAN  '80  (electrical  engineering).  Millbury. 
MA:  August  1,  2008.  Dean  was  born  in  Worcester 
and  received  his  master's  degree  in  computer  sci- 
ence from  Union  College.  He  was  an  engineering 
manager  in  the  Storageworks  Division  at  Hewlett 
Packard  in  Marlborough,  MA.  Dean  leaves  his  wife. 
Susan:  and  two  sons. 


RENEE  C.  (JOHNSON)  PISARCIK  '89/G  92  (account- 
ing/MBA, Feeding  Hills.  MA:  April  22,  2008.  Pisarcik 
was  born  in  Hope,  AK,  and  moved  to  Massachusetts 
at  the  age  of  two.  While  employed  at  George  Fisher 
Machine  Company,  she  resided  in  Houston  and 
Michigan.  She  returned  to  Massachusetts  to  finish 
her  master's  degree  and  worked  as  president /CEO 
of  the  Agentry  Staffing  Services  in  Windsor  Locks, 
CT.  Pisarcik  last  worked  at  The  Hartford  Insurance 
Company.  She  leaves  her  husband,  James,  and  a 
daughter. 

WILLIAM  VIGNEAULT  "92/G'95  (mechanical 
engineering/M.S.  mechanical  engineering), 
Southampton,  MA;  May  26,  2008.  Born  in 
Springfield,  Vigneault  was  employed  by  Gerber 
Scientific  in  Tolland,  CT,  and  was  also  a  professor 
of  engineering  at  the  University  of  Hartford.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife.  Virginia;  and  a  daughter. 

JUDITH  A.  GUILMETTE  '94  (accounting),  Monson, 
MA;  April  10,  2008.  A  graduate  of  Monson  High 
School.  Guilmette  worked  as  a  financial  analyst 
at  Pratt  &  Whitney  in  East  Hartford,  CT,  for  more 
than  25  years.  She  leaves  her  brother. 

DEBORAH  E.  (BRENNAN)  ST0WELL  '98  (social  work), 
Middlebury,  CT;  October  13,  2008.  She  was  the  wife 
of  Geoffrey  W.  Stowell  '98  (government)  L'02  and 
former  Western  New  England  College  employee. 
Stowell  graduated  from  Trinity  Catholic  High 
School  in  Stamford  and  she  earned  her  master's 
degree  in  social  work  from  Springfield  College.  She 
had  been  employed  since  August  2002  as  an  ele- 
mentary school  social  worker  for  Regional  School 
District  16  at  Laurel  Ledge  Elementary  School  in 
Beacon  Falls.  Besides  her  husband.  Stowell  leaves 
her  son. 

ANDREW  L  RAY  00/G'02  (law  enforcement),  Nashua, 
NH;  September  5.  2008.  Ray,  a  Tyngsborough,  MA 
police  officer,  was  married  to  Michelle  Ray  with 
whom  he  celebrated  their  25th  wedding  anniversary 
on  June  18.  2008.  Ray  was  born  in  Lowell,  MA  and 
was  a  graduate  of  Chelmsford  High  School  in 
Chelmsford.  MA  After  serving  with  the  U.S.  Army, 
he  spent  the  next  14  years  on  the  Tyngsborough 
Police  Department,  as  well  as  secretary/treasurer 
of  the  New  England  Benevolent  Police  Association. 
His  passion  was  coaching  children.  Ray  coached  the 
Nashua  Little  League  Twins  and  the  Nashua  Elks 
Pee  Crusaders  Wee  Team  for  the  last  five  years  and 
was  a  member  of  the  100  Club  of  Boston,  and  the 
Tvngsborough  Sportsman  Club.  In  addition  to  his 
wife.  Ray  is  survived  by  his  daughter  and  son. 

CHARLES  B.  BR0CKMAN  G'01  (MBA),  East  Taunton, 
MA;  September  29,  2008.  Born  in  Shenandoah,  PA. 
he  graduated  from  Shenandoah  Catholic  High 
School  and  received  a  bachelor's  degree  from 
Belknap  College  in  New  Hampshire.  He  moved 
to  the  Taunton  area  in  1969  and  was  employed  at 
Electrochem  Co..  Raynham.  In  addition  to  his  wife, 
Elaine;  he  is  survived  by  his  son  and  daughter. 


40         Communicator      Winter  2009 


DAMOl'K  " 


FROM  THE  ARCHIVES 


D'Amour  Library 
Celebrates  25  years 
as  the  Hub  of  the 
Academic  Campus 


By  Rosemary  O'Donoghue 


WHILE  THE  OUTWARD 
APPEARANCE  of  an  academic 
library  has  changed  dramati- 
cally over  the  years,  its  basic  purposes  have 
remained  the  same:  to  provide  access  to 
reliable,  authoritative  knowledge,  and  to 
offer  space  for  students  to  pursue  intellec- 
tual activity.  Yet  inside  its  walls,  material 
is  stored  and  accessed  differently  in  the 
increasingly  digital  environment,  and 
research  demands  and  study  styles  have 
been  transformed.  Indeed,  the  DAmour 
Library  has  taken  the  lead  in  providing 
new  methods  of  access;  Bibliographic 
Instruction  has  become  Information 
Literacy. 

Even  in  its  beginnings  in  1919,  in  rent- 
ed rooms  at  the  Chestnut  Street  YMCA, 
the  Springfield  Division  of  Northeastern 


ing  on  campus  was  Churchill  Memorial 
Library,  which  opened  in  1962  and  con- 
tained 18,000  volumes,  including  the  law 
collection,  and  it  had  two  librarians.  The 
lower  level  was  dedicated  to  a  canteen 
and  a  lounge  area.  In  1966  the  St.  Germain 
Campus  Center  opened,  allowing  the 
stacks  to  expand  to  the  lower  level.  In 
1973  the  School  of  Law  moved  to  a  tempo- 
rary campus  on  Tinkham  Road,  freeing 
additional  stacks.  By  1981,  however,  the 
library  had  96,000  volumes  and  served 
2,156  students.  Undergraduates  were  hard 
pressed  to  find  places  to  study,  and  books 
remained  in  cartons  because  of  a  lack  of 
shelving  space. 

The  Trustees  opted  to  build  a  new 
library  that  would  allow  library  staff  to 
respond  to  changes  in  the  ways  that 


Setting  the  standard  for  state-of-the-art  research 
technology,  the  Library  continues  to  thrive  and  evolve. 


University,  (rechartered  as  Western  New 
England  College  in  1951),  offered  a  library 
for  its  students.  When  the  Colleges 
first  building  on  Wilbraham  Road,  East 
Building,  (renamed  Emerson  Hall  in  the 
fall  of  1970)  opened  in  1959,  the  library 
remained  downtown,  but  one  year  later, 
when  the  second  building  was  construct- 
ed (known  then  as  the  Administration 
Building  and  later  renamed  Deliso  Hall) 
the  lower  level  offered  additional 
library  facilities  for  classes  held  on  the 
Wilbraham  Road  campus.  From  the  start, 
a  library  was  central  to  the  academic 
endeavor. 

Underlining  the  importance  Trustees 
placed  on  library  facilities,  the  third  build- 


knowledge  was  transmitted  and  stored 
and  that  would  provide  space  for  expan- 
sion as  the  student  body  grew.  Construc- 
tion of  DAmour  Library  was  completed 
in  May  1983,  although  only  the  first  and 
second  floors  were  finished  for  use  at  that 
time.  The  lower  level  provided  space  for 
receiving  and  storage,  a  staff  room,  an 
expansion  area,  and  a  large,  comfortable, 
24-hour  study  room. 

By  1986,  the  need  for  expanded  space 
was  apparent,  and  the  third  floor  was 
developed,  including  the  construction  of 
an  archives  room.  In  1988,  the  receiving 
area  was  moved  to  the  CUB  and  instruc- 
tional technology  moved  into  that  area. 
In  1996  the  creation  of  Student 


Administrative  Services  (SAS)  appropriat- 
ed the  space  that  had  been  used  for  study 
and  storage.  Shortly  thereafter,  the  office 
of  Information  Technology  (IT)  construct- 
ed a  classroom  in  much  of  the  remaining 
expansion  space  and  enlarged  its  opera- 
tion by  taking  over  the  staff  room. 

In  2005,  with  the  use  of  technology 
exploding,  the  College  responded  by  con- 
structing a  $1.6  million  addition  that 
included  a  Digital  Learning  Center  for 
library  instruction  and  the  Clarke  Reading 
Room  for  students,  effectively  restoring 
the  space  that  had  been  appropriated  by 
SAS.  At  the  same  time,  IT  assumed  con- 
trol of  all  remaining  storage  and  expan- 
sion space  on  the  lower  level  by  enlarging 
and  upgrading  the  IT  classroom.  A  televi- 
sion studio  and  editing  room,  facilities 
for  the  Audio  Visual  Department,  and  the 
office  of  Instructional  Technology  were 
added  in  an  expansion  supported  by 
Transformations:  The  Campaign  for 
Western  New  England  College. 

Today,  still  following  its  mission, 
DAmour  Library  is  the  hub  of  the  academ- 
ic campus.  It  contains  books,  technologi- 
cal resources,  a  leisure  reading  collection, 
and  a  DVD  collection.  It  also  hosts  activi- 
ties intellectual  gatherings,  an  Athenaeum 
Lecture  Series,  an  Athenaeum  Arts  Series, 
faculty  authors'  teas,  workshops  on  using 
technology,  and  movie  nights.  All  first-year 
students  come  to  the  library  for  four  infor- 
mation literacy  sessions,  in  which  they 
learn  how  to  conduct  research  using  21st 
century  methods,  and  juniors  and  seniors 
have  discipline-specific  instruction. 
Furthermore,  using  the  DAmour  webpage 
(www.wnec.edu/damour)  for  remote  refer- 
ence, students  and  alumni  can  access  the 
library's  holdings  from  off  campus.  ■ 
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